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NAMES OF THE CHARACTERS IN 
THIS NOVEL. 

Sir William Hinchinbrooke, Baronet. 

Mr. Hinchinbrooke, his Son. 

Mr. Middleton, an Alderman of London. 


2 Forbes, a young Gentleman. 


Mr. Jacomb his Friend. 


Bampfiel, a Clerk to Mr. Middleton. 
Ben, F ootman to, 
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Mi Hinchinbrooke-ber Daughter, 
Mrs. Middleton, Wiſe to Mr. Middleton. 
Miſs Polly Middleton her Daughter. 
Miſs Sukey Thornby, Niece to Mrs. 
-— 
Betty, Maid to Mrs; Middleton. 


An old Nurſe, 
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JT is 18 very. tl to prefix 
any kind of e to 
* of is fort but I muſt. 
beg leave to obſerve, that this 
N Ov being written on a plan. 
entirely ned, 0 to avoid the many 

repetitions of © Sai he,” and 
«© Said ſhe,” which ſo frequently 
grate the car) I have thrown 
the ſeveral incidents by way of 
Dialogue, and it would — be 
any impropriety if it were called 


« / Dramatic NV el” 


The hack buſineſs of Novel 
writing (the Engliſh, as like- 
wiſe the F ſes, has been for 
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many years, with ſome few ex- 

ceptions, to ſet gallantry, diſſi- 
ulation and amour, ina pleaſing 
point of view; but the publi- 

cation of the followin g ſheets 
ariſes from a different motive. 

It is in order, immediately, to 
teach the innocent and unwary 
to ſhun the toils of the deſign- 
ing, and give them a faithful 
picture of the fatal conſequences 
of being enfnared; a motive 

which cannot fail to ſecure the 
work the candour of the public, 
however its imperfections may 


| exclude 1 it from Spprobation. 


b _ 20 LY % F * 
7 1 , 
: F 
. : * n 
0 . 0 
— * 
* 2 % a 9 us 


9 - &» 


THE 


= — 
6 
N * 


I H E 
N 1 1 ©: Bo 


His roxx of Sukey Thornby. 


CHAP. I. 
M N. and Mrs. Middleton were 
that kind of man and wife, 
that a century alone is capable of 
producing. They married from the 
range motive of preferring each 


other to all the reſt of the world; 
ate and drank to relieve themſelves 


from the inconveniences of hunger 
A 3 and 


2  FTnes NIECE; Or, Tis 
and thirſt ; and hoarded their mo- 


ney, becauſe, in the honeſt ſimpli- 

city of their hearts, they knew not 

how to diffipate it. | 
One real occaſion of diſcontent 


nevertheleſs. remained with them ; 


they were childleſs. Sir William 
Hinchiobrooke, their moſt intimate 
acquaintance, had both a ſon and 


a daughter; but Mr. and Mrs. 


Middleton were excluded from the 
ſatisfactions; conſequently were 


ſtrangers to the cares that attend 


the parental character. 


Whatſoever we are unable to ob- 


tain, is the chief thing we want to 


complete our happineſs. 
An old ſervant that had lived in the 
family 
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family many years, and married from 
thence, ſhe could have children too. 


Ma. MIDDLETON. 
Well, my dear, ſhall we bring 


up Eleanor's eldeſt boy as our own? 


Mas. MIDDLETON. 
- Aye, my love, I have not the 
leaſt objection to it. 

Ben was immediately ſent for; ; 
he was now eight years old, with 
a figure, indeed, by no means ſtrik- 
ing ; but a more miſchievous heart 


was never lodged in an human breaſt. 
Ms. MIDDLETON. 


N * — (upon his entrance into 
the dining room) come hither boy, 
we mean to do handſome things for 


you; we have no child of our own z, 
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and OT TE knows but _—_ were born 


| to be a great man? 


Ben was put to ſchool, but na- 
ture taught him every thing he was 
diſpoſed to learn; and ſo heartily 
weary was he, by the time he was 


fifteen, of the conſtraint his con- 


nexion with the Middleton family. 
laid on his inclination, that he re- 


ſolved to embrace the firſt ** 


_ of caſting it off. 
BEN. 
I think, madam, (one a aha 
he perceived his miſtreſs was in 
high good-humour) it is whimſical 


enough to attempt making a gen- 
tleman of me. — If you have not a 
child, you have a niece ; — - when 1 
bus | les 
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have laboured to accompliſh my- 
ſelf agreeable to your wiſhes, I 
ſhall be turned adrift ; — but I like 
you for a miſtreſs, and only for a 
miſtreſs will I have you; — fo let 


your niece, Sukey, take what you. 
intended for me. 


Mas. MIDDLETON: 


What you ſay, Ben, has more 
juſtice than wiſdom in it. If we 
were dif] poſed to forget the rela- 
tionſhip, you are in the wrong to 
remind us of it. Your maſter has. 
an antipathy to the girl, becauſe her 
father was an Iriſhman, though her 
mother was my own ſiſter, as ſure as 
you are Elcanor's ſog, 


A 3 BEN 
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* 
m en 
Only leave it to me, madam, I 


— 


will engage to reconcile my maſter. 

| An Iriſhman !' fuppoſe he had been 
| a2 Mogul, would that have excuſed 
his diſregard of the unoffending in- 
fant? The poor thing is now an 


— — on — noe” ↄ —— — 


orphan, and no one ſo proper to do 

a father's part by her, as her aunt's. 

_ Huſband. Vou will only mind when 

I have once ſtarted the game, not to 
| " tot it eſcape. 

Ben acquitted himſelf ſo dexter- 

: Re that Mr. Middleton was con- 

tent to receive the long neglected 

child under his gracious protection; 

and Ben undertook to diſcover her 

Bee of abode, nenn his 

MAT "Po miſtreſs 
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miſtreſs could give him but a very 


blind direction to a little village in 
Hertfordſhire. 
Ben, after much time ſpent in 


enquiry, had at length the good 
fortune to be conducted to the 


honeſt woman's habitation, whose 


had for ſeveral months tenderly 


cheriſhed the pretty orphaf?, from 
the moſt exalted motives. 


So ſoon as ſhe was informed of 


bis errand, the burſt into tears. 


NURSE, 8 
Ves, the ſweet little child you | 


now ſeek to deprive me of, is play- 


ing on that Green, amongſt her 


; innocent companions : — ſhe is the 


lovelieſt of creatures, and, though. 


A 6, lighted 
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ſighted by all her relations, ſhould- 
never have wanted a protecting 
friend until my head had been laid. 
Your maſter, I find, deſpiſed her 

| father, — weak wretch, to ſhut his 
eyes againſt ſo much merit, becauſe 


- 
* 


; not born on the very ſpot with 


Himſelf. I was his houſekeeper in 
His firſt Lady s time; her death 
turned every thing topſy-turvy ; 
but her relations were all people 
of ranks — n none of your upſtarts, 
3 man: — and I have been 
olten tempted; for the ſake of my 
- Sukey” 8 education, to try whether 
their hearts were as flinty as your 
maſter and miſtreſſes; — for there 
i is a oxy half. brother to my puppet, 
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and that you kriow is ſome tie, 
though very different to an own. 
aunt, He is well provided for; 
but what would have become of 
my poor babe if her nurſe had not 
loved her! is ſhocking but to 
think of. — I care not a fig for 
the Middletons, (finding Ben was: 
about to interrupt her) and you 
| have my conſent” to tell them all 

I fay. Come, my life, (taking 
the child in her arms, and weeping} 
I hope my loſs will be thy gain. 
1 never thought of parting with 
© you, but your friends. are rich 
brutes however, and may one day 
atone: for paſt unkindneſe.- If they 
can ſee and hear thee unmoved, I 
vs would 


' 
Xx, 
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would not change natures with them 


to be as rich as they are. 


Ben's feelings were not over ten- 


der: and it was his cuſtom (ex- 


cept when ſelf was concerned) to 


hold his maſter and miſtreſſes com- 


mands inviolable. He, therefore, 
burried away to demonſtrate his 
ſucceſs, regardleſs at once of the 


rent he made in the worthy woman's 


: affectionate heart, and the diſtreſs the 


little creature endured from the cruel 
| ſeparation. 


Mr. and, Mrs. Middleton bighty 


| approved every ſtep he had taken, 


and received their niece with at leaſt 


the appearance of - compaſſionate 


L conſider ation; then committing her 


to 
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to the care of the upper maid, very 
cordially complimented each other 


on their extraordinary humanity and. 
condeſcenſion. 


Mx. MIDDLETON. 

At length, my dear, I am ſoray 
to occaſion you any diſagreeable re- 
collections, but ſuch is my averſion 
to that Iriſh fellow, her father, 
who thruſt himſelf into our fa- 
mily, that I ſhall never be well - 
affected towards the child, if ſhe is 

called by his name. * 
Ie Mas. MIDDLETON. 

Oh, if that is the only ſtum- 
bling block of your affections, my 
dear, (ſmiling) I will moſt effectu- 

ally remove it. She ſhall hence- 
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forth be known'for Sukey Thornby 
only, my maiden appellation, and 
we will conſign every remem- 


brance of the father to oblivion. 
Five years old is too early a pe- 


riod for imbibing laſting impreſ- 


ſions, eſpecially as every object 


will contribute to obliterate what 
could alone ſubſiſt by cultivation. 
Her father had a ſon by a for- 
mer wife, but we know nothing 


7 


* 


- delight of her. eyes, as ſhe called 
1 


of him, nor ſhall one ſyllable be 


dropt in her ear of any ſuch mat- 
ter, as it might r our beſt 
purpoſes. 

In a few days the RES walked 
up to town, in order to ſee- the 


1041 | Mrs, 


Mrs. Middleton's niece, now Miſs 
Thornby: but ſhe was refuſed the 
fight of her; and told, that all 


future application was needleſs, as 


they were determined their niece 
ſhould have no connection with 
her. Ry SB e 


their barbarity, and bleſſed and 
| bun for her beloved child. 0 
NURSE. e ee 


I have been a parent to her, ever 4 


ſince the bor of her birth, for 


her poor mother lived only a few | 


days afterwards ; her father paid: 
me nobly ſo long as he ſurvived, 


but at his death all went to his 
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The good woman inveighed bit= 
terly againſt this new inftance of 


N 


ſon, 
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ſon, as my babe's mother had nei- 
ther ſettlement nor fortune, and he 
was unhappily taken off without 
making a will. | 
Ab, little does her brother think, 

os ſuch near relations as an aunt 
and. uncle could abandon her but 
o it was, and a tender friend I 
ſhould ever have proved to her. 
Ben was ordered to put her out 
of the hauſe, as a very troubleſome. 
woman ; he did ſo ; and ſhe aſſured 
bim with tears, at her going, ſhe 

would never expoſe herſelf to the 
fame ill-treatment, as well as he 
loved her eld. .: 8 
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CH P. II. 


PUREE years rolled away in 
perfect ſerenity, until Miſs 
Thornby entered her teens: when 
Mrs. Middleton, beyond her utmoſt 
hopes and expectations, brought 
forth a very fine girl, to the great 
joy of herſelf and huſband, | 
Miſs Thornby was at that 8d 
much too young to look into con- 
ſequences; and moreover. Was poſ- 
ſeſſed of an uncommon generoſity of 
temper. A relation of her mother's 
had left her five hundred pounds 
and as the abatement of her aunt's 
affection for her now, relieved. her 


from 
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from much confinement, and fo 
abundantly contributed to her own 
felicity, ſhe was not the leaſt Happy 
perſon in the family. 

Never was female born with 
greater natural advantages than Miſs 
Thornby : her figure lovely, her 
underſtanding ſtrong, - and her diſ- 
poſition docile and engaging ; but 
all theſe perfeQtions, unimproved by 
education, only expoſed her to num- 
berleſs i inconveniences. . 

Her uncle, aunt, the mad 
| dies and Mr. Benjamin, were 

| her conſtant companions; nor had 
ce one opportunity of | forming, 
or at leaſt of long retaining an uſeful 
or agreeable. connexion. {5 
tos The 
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The little Polly Middleton now: 
began to prattle, which ſo ex- 
ceedingly delighted her father, 
that even his appetite for induſtry 
viſibly decreaſed, | The compting 
houſe was no longer his chief refi- 
dence; if he entered it unre- 
luctantly, he ſoon became impa- 
tient to quit it, let the buſineſs he 
had to tranſact be ever ſo con- 
ſequential. 

Ben perceived the change mad 
ru rapture: he well knew his 
maſter's circumſtances were ſuch 
as to require no addition; and he 
was not without hope, by his 
aſſiſtance, to ſee him one day fo 
entirely detached from the fatigues 
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and cares of trade, as to be willing 
to reſign them in his favour. 
| BEN. 

I wonder, Sir, (one morning 
when he found him under the 
above deſcribed predicament) - you 
and my miſtreſs are not weary of 
the cloſe life you lead ; many with 
half your fortune, have ten times 
the indulgence ; beſides, it would 
be paving the way, as it were, to 
the grandeur that muſt, at laſt, 
await you. 

Mr. Middleton felt a pleaſing 


kind of ſenſation from this intro- 


. duction, though he was far from 


apprehending what was to fol- 
low. 
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BEN. 
I think, that if I was my 
miſtreſs, I would puſh hard for 


my country houſe, and one of 


theſe ſmart whiſkies to convey me 


thither. 


Mz. MIDDLETON. 
No, no, Ben, a whiſkie would 
never ſuit our family, as the chil- 
dren have a juſt claim to enjoy 
the freth air on every occaſion : if 
we have any thing, it muſt be. a 
roomy full-topt chaiſe, 


* BEN. 

Beſpeak it this inſtant, Sir, I 
will be bound you will never re- 
pent it. | 

Ms. 


Ln 


eſpecially ſince the birth of Mie 
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Ma. MIDDLETON. 
Not ſo faſt, not ſo faſt, Ben, 
(ſmiling at his eagerneſs) your 
miſtreſs muſt be conſulted. — I 
will go and read the Papers ; and, 
do you hear, you may mention it 
to her whilſt I am abſent, as a 
ſudden thought ; — it would be 
beſt the propoſal ſhould come from 


Her, as women will have their little 


vanities. 

Ben did not fail to improve this 
hint: he was properly ſenſible 
what axis the family turned upon, 


Polly, and provided the point was 
but gained, no matter for the 
means. | 8 

But 
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But notwithſtanding Mr. Benja- 
min had the artifice to preſerve the 
appearance of the ſtrongeſt and 
moſt invariable attachment to his 
maſter and miſtreſs, they only 
poſſeſſed the ſecond place in his 
conſideration. Their intereſt was 
dear to him, as being unavoida- 
bly connected with his; their 
pleaſures were promoted, merely | 
becauſe they were his pleaſures, 
and when he affected the greateſt 
ſubmiſſion or reſignation to their 
wills, he was in reality only gra- 
tifying his own. Yet, however 
eſſentially Mr. and Mrs. Middleton 
were duped by their ſpecious fa- 
vourite, their caſe was by no means 

. B ſingular; 


26 Tu NIECE; Os, Tas 


ſingular ; as every day's obſerva- 
tion, both in the higheſt and loweſt 
conditions of life, moſt infallibly 
evinces. 

The chaiſe was no ſooner be- 
ſpoke, and a little box at Hackney 
in treaty, than it ſtruck Ben, that 
the moſt important article reinained 
unaccompliſhed. All the ſervile 
part of the buſineſs he was very 
capable of performing; but, as 
book-keeping required more con- 
finement and application than was 
conſiſtent with his | good liking, & 
he Was utterly at a loſs how to 
| relieve his maſter, and enable him 
to make the frequent excurſions he 
withed. 


Whilſt 
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Whilſt this difficulty was ope- 
rating on his mind, he happened 
to hear of a ſprightly young fellow, 
a Mr. Bampfield, who wanted to 
fix himſelf in a compting houſe. 
Ben immediately made bold to wait 
upon him, time enough to let his 
maſter into the ſecret, if he pro- 
miſed to anſwer the purpoſes he 
had in proſpect; accordingly an 
interview was obtained, Mr. Bamp- b 
field appeared to be the very man 
he wanted; and he eaſily pre- 
vailed on Mr. Middleton to en Sage 
with him. 

Mr. Bampfield had been but a 
ſhort time in the family, before 
Miſs Thornby's heart, though not 


B 2 her 
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her perſon, fell a victim to his 


charms. She was too innocent 


and inexperienced to conceal any 


thing from Mrs. Betty; — the 


woman, to whoſe care ſhe had 
been committed on her firſt arrival 
at her aunt's, whoencouraged, pitied 
her, and proved herſelf a very . 
confidant. 

Mrs. Betty was one of thoſe 
females who, having been once 
youthful, would willingly always 
remain ſo. She had, indeed, ſeen 
the revolution of many a ſeaſon ſhe 
was aſhamed to acknowledge, leſt 


on a moderate computation ſhe 


ſhould be declared to be ſome- 
what turned of forty, when ſhe 
pro- 
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profeſſed herſelf only thirty-one. 
Mr. Bampfield was now the per- 
petual ſubject of their tètè a tete-: 
the ſweetneſs of his aſpect, the 
gentility of his figure, could 
never be ſufficiently admired ; to 
all which Mrs. Betty moſt readily 
aſſented; for ſhe was of that pe- 
euliar turn, that next to having 
a lover herſelf, ſhe enjoyed the 
ſoft entanglements of her friends or 


_ acquaintance. 


Miſs Thornby's perſon was cal- 
culated to inſpire the tendereſt ſen- 


timents, nor - perhaps could any 


young fellow, except Bampfield, 
have beheld her with indifference ; 


but his whole ſoul was ſo. engroſſed 


B 3 by 
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by the idea of his own lovelineſs, 
that he only glanced his eyes 
over the fineſt face, as over a 
picture, and ' withdrew them in 
order to give her an opportunity 
of contemplating 4is ſuperior 
charms. 


In vain did the too conde- 


ſcendin g girl endeavour to awaken 


him from his ſelfiſh lethargy by 
repeated aſſiduities, her natural 
good nature, improved by perſonal 
tenderneſs, dictated ; — he accepted 
them all as due to his merit, and 
nothing was ever more foreign to. 
his heart than a wiſh to return 
them. 
Things continued in this ſtate ſor 
ſome 
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ſome months, when at length Mrs. 
Betty became quite out of pa- 
tience with his inſenſible head, as 
the called it, and determined, with- 
out once conſulting the young 
Lady, to employ Ben in the 
affair. | 

BETTY. 


This Bampfield, Ben, (one after- 
noon that he came up into the 
nurſery to take a diſh of tea with 
her) is a moſt ſtupid wretch, and 
but ill deſerves the ritineſh a certain 
| perfon bears him. 

This was what Ben had long 
expected; for he had not only 

_ diſcovered Miſs Thornby' s ſenti- 
ments almoſt in the very moment 
B 4 of 
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of her imbibing them, but bad 
formed a pretty plan of ſelf- ad- 
vancement by means thereof: yet 
ſuch was his cunning, that he co- 
vered his ſatisfaction with affected 
ſurlineſs; and replied, bear him 
kindneſs,” — ** who can that be? 


BETTY. 
% Nay, Benny, now you are 
| jealous again; (in the moſt 
wheedling accent) how often muſt 
I tell you, that Bampfield is not 
theman for my money ? (though 
ſhe had made him ſeveral hand- 
ſome advances on his firſt en- 
trance into the family) — But 


Miſs Sukey, I ſuppoſe, may love 
him, without any offence to you ? 
BEN, 


r A* . 5 
* > : FX 
"by - By A 3 7 nf” VO CPR » 6 1 ——_ hs 4 WS . 6 — - L 1 * 7 : 4 \ _ l * 1 * 
4 "= 5 x k 2 . * T * * 8 8 * 8 0 N * 4 * «Eh OE FT _ 4 8 rr N 4 * SJ >. 4+xASa E 1 > ; 7 
e 4 e at. ne 4 45 = 8 « Pen Sl — s 4 * * T K ED Manta cis hos. - n r * 1 
4 Set * 4 * 5 8 * — % i 2. 7 . = 4 . * py 4 ＋ 4 en OD a+ — . —_— "*.- 2 . * 
<4 * 5 „ bs n WIT. ere «" 1 e d = — 99 . 8 0 4 ** — r * — * * ** * vn * ne ro | 2 27 d * 
Wm 7 92 E OS at a N -£ x. v3, 3) „ Eg aabk OY, a , þ 6 2 7 = 4 | 

by ad F " 3 4 *. 2 8 % <2 Ta * Py 4 7 ** 4 a4 — 4 "y" % 4 

I, . 8 Werne a 3 n : ; N Sim : as « - 

* * = a... * = 2 1 y © Iv 2 819 bo > % ”_ _ . 0 « * 


+> 


EN? 


— 
1 ” K 8 , K 0 5 "=. * +, _— 1 0 „ — i 8 
. — N * K 1 = A p 0 1 * 
4 - _— . 6 ef > 6 y on 4 *%% Ws —_ ws n 1 * 8 = a ant - 3 2 * e 4 + 4 
nn. N N nnn OTIE . —— 
0 » * * o a. £4.24 5 * SE h 2 « 0 5 1 a 8 3 . 5 # . 2 " * . 47 0 PE... 3 
— P , - * * 3 l x 3 F 4 . 4.3 ye * 2 2 4 D "> * 1 


* 
Sp 7 — 
= . — i 
8 
= 2 a 
Be 4 % A * A HL -0S 


* . 
. 


2 4 
n 
8 Manda = 7 * 
* Sg 8 4 
- =) 2 n 
AS. 
WS -- 
— 


W had 
— 
Las: SY — 


"C2" + * 
4 - % "$4 


2 


* * 1 
— FY 3 d 
r 


Hiſtory of SUKEY THORNBY. 33 


BEN. | 
That's ſomething-like, and a 


handſome couple they would make; 
my maſter ought to give her many 
thouſands ;, — I will quicken the 
buſineſs. EA 

Ben, and Bampfield, though 
both ſlaves to ſelf- love, were very 
differently affected. Ben never re- 
membered his outſide, but when. 
a good coat came acroſs him, 
whereas Bampfield never forgot his 
but when he was aſleep. 

Ben was ſenſible that the tenor by 
which he held his proſperity, ſince 
the birth of Miſs Middleton, was 
exceedingly precarious ; it was true 


he could work with his uſual ſucceſs 
B 5 _ 
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on his maſter and miſtreſſes paſſions, 
provided he employed proper in- 


ſtruments; but it was moſt evi- 


dent that in every act of genero- 
fity, reſpecting himſelf, a double 
portion of ſkill was neceſſary to 
what he had formerly exerciſed. 
Ben could read, though but in- 
differently; and turning over his 
miſtreſſes books one evening, he 
happened to ſtumble upon theſe 
excellent es : F 


« Get e boy, honeſtly if you can, 


„But money get, it is the wiſe man's plan,” 


and was fo delighted with them, as 
they perfectly correſponded with his 
own, inclination, that he inſtantly 


got 
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got them by heart, and effectually 


retained them. : 

It was on this very principle 
that he had for ſome time re- 
ſolved to fecilitate a match be- 
tween Bampfield and Miſs Thorn- 
by; it appearing the moſt pro- 
bable method ef introducing him- 
ſelf to a joint ſucceſſion in his 
maſter's buſineſs, the point to 
which he had for years aſpired ; 
from the whole, being no leſs un- 
ſuitable to his capacity, than incom- 
patible with his 21 of eaſe and li- 
berty. 

As Mr. Bampfield was the en- 
ſuing Sunday evening by the f 
kitchen fire, Ben thought pro- 


B 6 per 
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per to feel his pulſe on the ſab- 
ject. 
BEN. - 


I only with (viewing Bampfield 
with vifible approbation) nature 
had kindly beſtowed a good figure 
on me, I would have aſked no more 
at her hands: a good figure and a 
bold heart, is ſufficient to make 
the fortune of any man under 
thirty. 5 
BAMPFIELD. 
| (Bawpfield's vanity. felt the flat- 
tering ſtroke, but aſſuming an air 


of raillery) In what. particular, 


Mr. Benjamin, do you accuſe her 


of unkindock ? 


BEN. 
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BEN. 
In the groſs - have not leiſure to 
examine into particulars ; — but no 
matter, what I want in beauty 
and politeneſs, I have in keeneſs 


and apprehenſion. 
BAMPFIELD. 


What does the lad mean ? (a 
little ſurpriſed) you are delirious, 
ſurely. 

. BEN. 

No, maſter Bampfield, my head 
is much clearer than your ſight ; — 
but what ſignifies telling you any 
thing, you have no ambition. 

BAMPFIELD. 

Ambition! there is magic in the- 

found; do but once, Ben, point 
1 out 
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| out the method of improving my. 


| I ., . ' . 4 
1 i condition, and if I do not purſue it 


BEN. 


0 Is not Miſs Thornby handſome ? 
l (with the utmoſt ſignificancy of aſ- 
pect) Is ſhe not young? Is not 
maſter rich ? and yourſelf a batche- 
lor ? 

_. BAMPFIELD: 

It is done, Ben, (ſhaking him 
by the hand) and you ſhall go 
halves in my ſucceſs ; nothing but 
the Lady ſhall be ſacred. 


; CHAP, 
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C HAP. III. 


FROM this day, Bampfield be- 

gan to pay proper attention to 
the delighted Miſs Thornby; — he 
drank her health at dinner, ſhuffled 
himſelf into the next ſeat to hers, 
at every convenient period, and ſome- 
times ſqueezed her hand. 

The latter was wholly unpetceived 
by Mr. and Mrs. Middleton, nor 
was it wonderful, when their hearts 
were fixed on ſuch a powerful ob- 
ject as Miſs Polly, their daughter. 

Miss THORNBY. 
Betty, what can have occaſioned 
the agreeable change in Mr. Bamp- 
field's 
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field's behaviour ? — ls it poſſible 
he can approve me; do. you think 


he would tell me as much if he had. 


an opportunity? 
| BETTY. 
I will be bound for him; but 


{uppoſe I contrive to convey him 


up ſtairs f 


Miss THORN BTV. 


Not for the world, that were 
to diſguſt rather than pleaſe him; 


unleſs indeed he was to ſolicit ſuch 


a thing; the men, you Know, 
ihould ſpeak firſt, 
| BETTY. 
In ſome caſes, madam, it may be 
[ neceflary, but as Bampfield is only a 
ſervant — 


Miss 
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Miss THORNBY. 

A ſervant, Betty! his condition 
is ſurely ſuperior to that of a ſer- 
vant : — fortune, it is true, has 
not dealt -very liberally by him ; 
but he was never born for ſo low 
a ſituation as the one you mention. 

0 BETTY. 

Nay, Miſs, as to that matter, 
you may call him what you pleaſe ; 
but whether people are hired to 
; attend at table, or take care of a 
compting houſe, is not a half- 
penny difference, provided they 
receive wages : — but we will call 
him clerk then, if it beſt ſuits your 
ear, yet we ſhall not give him 
ſufficient courage to ſpeak to you on 

the 


= the ſubject of love, unleſs he firſt 
knows you are not averſe to liſten- 


ing to him. 


- 


Miss THORNB V. 
| 4 O Betty! do not attempt to 
"Nt br impoſe upon me; — the men are 
| not ſo ignorant but they can 
| | read the inclinations of a ſimple 
} 
| 


girl, in her countenance. — Mr. 
Bampfield, I fear, is too well ac- 
wanne with what I with L hu for 
44 ever concealed. 1 
BETTY. | $i 
L Nay now, Miſs, this is down= | * 
right ſqueamiſhneſs ; are you a- 3 


| ſhamed to acknowledge you love a 2 
| | | handſome young fellow to one of 
; your own ſex, eſpecially one that 

WW has 
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has been about you for years ; — 
you do not ſurely ſuſpect I ſhall tell 
him ? 
Miss THORNBY. 
Heaven forbid ! but, Betty, -I 
ſhudder at my own forwardnheſs — 
not yet ſeventeen, and uttering ſuch 
bold profeſſions. — It is certain 
the tenderneſs I feel for Mr. 
Bampfield, is only ſuch as a bro- 
ther might claim, and perhaps if I 
had been bleſſed with that endear- 
ing relation, my fooliſh heart had; 
never doated on a ftranger. 
rr. 

And fo, Miſs, (with a loud 
and indelicate laugh) you are angry 
with yourſelf for being like the reſt 
of 
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of the world ; — there is not a 


woman, take my word for it, from 
the greateſt to the meaneſt, but 


fighs for ſome body ; nor, indeed, 
as the ſong ſays, — 


„What is life without love?“ 


Miss THORNBY. 
I tell you, Betty, I do not wiſh 
to loſe the ſentiment, but am anx- 
ious leſt it ſhould miſlead me.— 
Mr. Bampfield may not pofleſs. 
either honour or humanity: y = I 
have ſeen nothing of life; — and 
perhaps from not knowing how to 
diſſemble my very affection: — but 
we will talk no more of it. 
_ BETTY. 
Indeed, Miſs, (with an infinu- 
ating 
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ating tone of voice) you have but 
very few obligations to your uncle 
and aunt : — what have they done 
for you? — Why, truly, given you 
your board, and buried you alive. 

| Miss THORNBY. 

«« Betty! Betty!“ you make me 
tremble, ingratitude is worſe than 
the ſin of witchcraft; how was 
I by all accounts, buffeted about 
before they kindly took me under their 
protection? and have I known ei- 
ther want or difficulty ſince? 

BETTY. 

Ah ! well Miſs, you will always 
have your own way; but if once 
you had taſted liberty, you would 
know how to value its ſweets.” — 
An 
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An indulgent huſband is the beſt 
friend, — ſhall I bring Mr. Bamp- 
field up to the nurſery this evening? 


bleſs me, how you frown! to 
ſee me then? will not that content 
you ? 


Miss THORNBY. 

No! no! Betty, it is too poor a 
deception to paſs even upon fo 
raw a creature as I am, — leave 
it to work its own way; for be 
aſſured, theſe matters are under 
a wiſer direction than either yours 


or mine. 
Betty was too old to be adviſed, 
or, in other words, ſhe looked on 


Miſs Thornby's arguments as idle 
and ridiculous. She has. fo poſ- 
. ſeſſed 
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ſeſſed herſelf with ideas of pro- 
priety, and ſuch kind of ſtuff, that 
ſhe refuſes. to accept the aſſiſtance 
ſhe cannot but wiſh for. I am 
poſitive I ſhould have thanked 
any body, at her age, for lending 
a helping hand, but ſhe is a little 
hypocrite, that's the truth, and 
ſhall be detected. 


BETTY. 

What a imple creature, Ben, (a 
few days afterwards) this Miſs 
Sukey is ? there is nothing in the 
world would give her ſo great plea- 


ſure as an interview with Bamp- 
field, and yet ſhe will not conſent 
to my bringing it about. 

BEN. 


4 Taiz NIECE; Os, ras 
BEN. 
Wo are all alike, teeming with 
deceit ; wiſhing one thing, and 


profeſſing another; but let me 
alone I underſtand the game. 


BETTY. 

Then it is wonderful, (with a a 
half pleaſed look) that you. do 
not play your own cards better, 

| BEN. | 

. Your ſervant, miſtreſs, but I 
know what I am about, this is 
not the age for living on the air; 
if T avoid bringing things to a con- 
cluſion, it is only that we may 
Pick up a com petence in the mean 
time. 

BETTY. 
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BETTY. 
But can you honeſtly declare, 


(with great earneſtneſs ) that you 
mean to marry me ſo ſoon as you 
have it in your power ? 7 
BEN. 
Aſk a drowning man, if he is - 
willing to be helped out of his 
danger ? — I could not live hap- | 
pily without you; therefore ſo long 
as you can contrive to make your- 
ſelf of ſo much conſequence to me, 
you have nothing to fear. 


„ #® 


BEN. | 

Very fine weather, Sir — (as he 
aſſiſted his maſter in dreſſing him 
the next morning) I wonder you 
do not ſend Betty and my little 
Vor. I. C miſtreſs 


"wy 1 
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miſtreſs into the country. If you 


do not chuſe to go yourſelves, why 
ſhould ſhe and poor as Thornby 


be Rifled ? 


Mx. MIDDLETON. 

A very good thought, Ben, . 
ſhall drive them down, and- take a 
walk over any afternoon to ſee how 
they go on. I dare trult them to 
your care. 

2 BEN. 11 
And I will warrant you, Sir, I 
acquit myſelf to your fatisfaction. 


"Young ladies, in theſe days, muſt 


be well looked after: — many | 
ſharpers are abroad, and no doubt 


but Miſs Sukey will have a fortune 


that will be worth accepting. 
| | Ma. 


CG R 4 | * s 3 
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Ma. MIDDLETON: ' 
$he has only five hundred pounds 
of her own, Ben; but if ſhe mar- 
ries to pleaſe Mrs. Middleton and 
myſelf, five thouſand pounds ſhall 
not be wanting; — but go and 


hear what your miſtreſs. . to your Y 
propoſal... Tow OY ©» I Jo 


Mrs. Middleton b approv- 
ing the buſineſs, the chaiſe was 
drawn forth, and Betty ordered to 
have her ladies i in readineſs, 15 


Betty, with Miſs Middleton on 


her lap, and Miſs Thornby by her 
ſide, waited ſome moments for the 
charioteer, whilſt Mr. Middleton 


paraded round the elegant, though 
humble conveyance, in compariſon 
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of a coach, | to. ſee if all was right 


and 3 to the di gnity of che 

owner. . | 
Ben at length jumped into his 

ſeat, took the reins very gracefully, 


and gently ſtroking his whip over 


the horſe's neck, turned the corner 
of Foſter lane, near the end of 


Cheapſide, to the ſatisfaction of all 


beholders. 
BEN. 


Ah, Miſs, (ſo ſoon as they bid 
attained the road) now will Mr. 


Bampfield's heart have an airing: 
for I can aſſure you it never fails to 


er e you whereſoever you go. 


Mi, 10 


An innocent bluſh diſcovered 


more of Miſs Thornby's mind, to 
PIES. the - 
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the ſly obſerving Ben, in one inſtant, 
than whole years of ſecond-hand 
intelligence frum Mrs. Betty could, 
have done. 

BEN. 
It is an unthankful office, Madam, 
to meddle in theſe matters ;— what 
obliges the lovers i is ſeldom remem- 
bered with gratitude by the man 
and wife — and other hazards — 
but nevertheleſs, Miſs, I regard vou 
ſo well, and have ſuch a friend- 
ſhip for Mr. Bampfield, that let 
come what will, I muſt ſpeak way 
ſentiments: — the ſun never ſhone 
on a prettier couple than you two 
would make; and you know the 
old proverb fas, N A 

3 * is 


"abs Re RL, 
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is -willing; the match is | half" ac- 
compliſhed; — and I can anſwer 
for maſter Bampfield. 2811931 1 


„„ 


The confuſion of Miſs T 8 'Þ 
breaſt dyring this ſenſeleſs haran gue, 


- , , * 


is not to be deſeribed. 


yet +7 g 4 — 191 9. 
8 R. 


"Mins THORNBY. a A 
by 8 am not perfectly clear, Ben, 


what Vee! 1 ought | to conſider 


„B 


you in: — but. 1 my aunt and uncle 
1 believe, e not heſitate to call 


| * bi £ ton C V A1 
21 1 2 "RON; i: tx 0 "a 


0 tac, + Miſs; . 4 ae vou 
withdraw al the favour: hay 28 


for ſo many years lent me; -I 
need not be ad how precarious 


cl | wa that 
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that attachment that depends on 
the humour of any one living ;— 
but would it not be. hard, after 
all the affection I have borne you, 
and little ſervices: I have rendered 
you, would it not be hard, (with 
the moſt artful caſt of counte- 
nance) that you ſhould be the 
cauſe of my undoing, when my 
only view is now, as heretofore, 
to promote your happineſs? — 
Maſter Bampfield is young, hand- 
ſome, and very capable of puſhing 
himſelf in life, unleſs his love of 
you, Miſs, proves an impediment; if 
you but ſmile on him all will be well. 


* * * „ 


Miſs Thornby did not "OR. to 
C4 imbibe 


”- 
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imbibe a moſt extraordinary opi- 
nion of Mr. Benjamin's honeſty 
and good-nature on this occafion— 
our reaſon has ſeldom * leiſure to 
condemn, what our inclinations 
approve, T 
Miss THORNBY. | 
Upon my word, Ben, I was 
far from ſuſpeRing I ſhould ever 
have known you in the character of 
2 ſpokeſman, eſpecially in ſo nice a 
cauſe. SIA rents | 


BEN. 
" Bo It is a very eaſy matter, Miſs, 
. to repeat what one frequently hears 
mentioned. Maſter Bampfield is 
but little diſpoſed for converſation 
of late, unleſs you are the ſubject, 
91 1 when 
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when no lark was ever blither. —- 
Betty knows I have often told 


her — — 


BETTY. 
Nay, Ben, (haſtily interrupting 
him) I will not be brought into 
the ſcrape: — Miſs Sukey is a 
very young Lady, and may per- 
haps miſtake friendſhip for de- 
ſign: — Fproteſt I will have no- 
wing to do with it. 
Miss THO RN BY. 

But, Betty, (in a ſerious and 
poſitive accent) ſince matters have 
been carried ſo far, I muſt inſiſt 
upon it, that you have ſomething 
to do with it, as you are pleaſed 
to . expreſs , yourſelf, I mean by 

C 5 uniting: 
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uniting your endeavours to honeſt 
Ben's, to perſuade Mr. Bampfield 


(an unlucky figh eſcaping her) to f 
think no more of me. Our ſitu- 


ations are, and ought | to be, an in- 


ſuperable bar. ba hob 4 Bi El ait! 
tee 4 


r Very tl. Miſs, (his i 


Mort manner of replying, ſome+ 


what ſhortened by diff tisfaction) 


I promiſe you .I will. not be trou- 
bleſome A ſeoond time; 11 am not 


one of thoſe fools who, burn their 
fingers with their neighbours Por- 
ridge; immediately fes his 


Lo 


Whip, and ſtriking up 


4 Tis fine, ſaid Doll, rs tis but true.” 
| ee een N | : 


© - Miſs Thornby was too innocent 
Zuni * 2 to 
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to. take exception at Ben's intended 
ſmartneſs. They are both (ſaid ſhe to 1 
herſelf ) well meaning, though not 1 | 
well judging, people. It would be 
only to lead Mr. Bampfield and my- 
ſelf into endleſs 1 inconveniences and 
vexations, were I to make him ac- 
quainted by their means with my 
real ſentiments; — yet it was no 
ealy taſk at once to reſiſt the 
ſtrong impulſes of my own heart, 
and appear ungrateful to my hum- 
ble friends the conflict is, 
however, paſt, and my conſcience 
tells me I have acted juſtly. 
Miss Middleton, who had flept 
diitins their chat, now awaked, 
and found them employment for 


ä dhe 


1 = * 
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the reſt of the way. —— She ſhall 
alter her note, thought Ben, as 
he returned home with the chaiſe, 
before I have any thing more to 
do with her, — a filly chit, to 


ſaffer her eyes to ſpeak one lan- 
guage, and her lips another ; — but 
I T am: miſtaken if I do not reduce 
her, by my art, to the very mea- 
ſutes I could wiſh her to purſue. 
6 % # „ „ 
eee be NG 
44 No, no, Betty, (when he walked 


_vyer the next afternoon to Hack- 
ney). I will not budge one ſtep 
f farther, unleſs ſhe condeſcends to 
1 defire it ; — the would not have 


me in her power, 1 muſt therefore 
| have her in mine. 


Miss 
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Miss THORNBY. 
1 am ſorry to ſee you ſo grave, es 
Bien; (with vifible anxiety) I hope 


nothing is wrong at home ? 

: BEN. 
No, Miſs, (very gloomily) home 
is pretty much as it uſed to be, for 


au ght I can perceive. * 
„ „ „„ 


It begins to work, (as he ſaluted 
Betty at parting) only do you for- 
bear mentioning Bampfield's name, 

and leage the reſt to fortune. 


„* „ „ * 


BEN. 
1 ſuppoſe, maſter Bam phield, Gin 


their next Z#td à tft) you have no 
objection to walking to Hackney 
to ſee Miſs Thornby > 
BAMPFLELD. 
a dare "0 . 3 aſtoniſh- 
| ment) 
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ment) propoſe ſuch a thing ? 


| | BEN. 
Dare you execute it ? Five thou- 
ſand pounds, maſter Bampfield, 18 
worth obtaining, thou gh with ſome 
little fatigue. 
- BAMPFIELD.- 

Why truly, Ben, Miſs Sukey is 

a girl tha® many men might like; 


your ſoft believing fair countenances 


cannot well be diſapproved ; — but 


I own I am for a ſprightlſcauty ; : 


your dead and alive 15 8 8 5 
BEN. 
Five thouſand. pounds, maſter 


Bampfield, deſerves ſome attention; 


it was but the other day that 


N maſter declared ** would at leaſt 


F give 


3 
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give Miſs Thornby five thouſand 
pounds; — but perhaps you do 
not think that lan worth alkeing 


for? 
BAMPFPIELD. 

I will tell you, Ben, — Middleton 
is an ambitious purſe- proud fellow; 
inſenfible to all merit but wealth; 
now, I could ill brook the inſults 
of a man ſo every way beneath me, 
except in that article. 

„ eng: 3e 
I have done; your ſqueamiſh- 
ſtomach ſhall not be over-charged 


3 


1 me, I do aſſure you. 


BRAMPTIELD. „ 
Nah prithee, Ben, be: not fo 
ſoon offended ; — well, and what 


- 
*? ey £ 
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am I to do when I reach Hackney ? 
only give me my. cue, and | you: may 


rely —— | 
* BEN. 


Pray, maſter Bampfield, (looking 
earneſtly at his face) what do you 
take me for? a knave, or a fool? 
Have I any thing to do with your 


affairs? | 
BAMPFIELD. 


Hey day!“ (ſtaring in tum) 

was you not adviſing me to rob. 

Middleton of his niece ? — His 

niece of her heart ? — and wyſelf 

of my beloved liberty? 
BEN. 

No jeſting, Mr. - Bampfield, 1 
ſtand on dangerous ground; — if 
any one had over heard us now, 

what 
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what do you think would be the 
conſequence ? — If I thought you 
was in love with Miſs Thornby, 
and out of good will to you menti- 
oned it between ourſelves, aught 
you to proclaim it on the houſe- 
top ? — but 1 perceive you are not 
the man I took you for. 


BAMPFIELD. 


Dear Ben, do but hear me; DR 
am in love with Miſs T hornby,— 
cannot be happy. without obtaining 

her hand; and moſt earneſtly beg 
your friendly aſſiſtance. 


BEN. 
And this you will declare to her, 
if ever you have an opportunity? 
9 BAM P. 


66 Int NIE CEN Ox, Tus! 
well 40 IAM Lo . rides . 
Moſt aſſuredly ; nay more, chat 

you, reluctantly attended to my rer 
queſt, until I made it appear that 
it was the only means of preſerving 
the peace of the family; as without 
your help 1 ſhould have, blundered 
on, and too probably betrayed my- 
ſelf to ruin, and the whole houſe 


— 2 


to confuſion. | 

1 e 1620 Ann . 
I am fatisfied, and do you obſerve 

what I tell you, Mr. Bampfield; — | 
be at Hackney early in the 8 
ing; parade two or three - times 
round the outſide of the garden; ; 
and return to London without 
ſpeaking to any one of the family. .. 
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rin pillow had for 
ſome time denied her, her 
wonted repoſe beat it on this fide, 
cuff it on that, it Was all to no 
purpoſe; — and ſhe was frequent- 
ly induced to quit it, in order to 
ſcek that diſſipation, ſhe had as fre- 
quentiy experienced was not in the 
power of any change of ſcene to 


communicate. She had been up 
about half * an hour before Mr. 
Bampfield's arrival; her window 


commanded a pretty extenſive tract, 


and a variety of beauties invited her | 


contemplation ' ; but ſhe was pal- 
| | .pably 


" 
oy 
+ 


. 
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pably convinced of the truth of 

that obſervation,  ** that the fancy 

is but ill-difpoſed for amuſement, 

when the heart is not at noſt. , 70 

Alas! what an alteration ab) a 
few months produced ? — I Was 
indeed accuſtomed to feel a diſa- 
greeable vacuity of ſoul, from not 
having one purſuit, or a ſingle 
object to fix my attention: but 
now that my every breath is peplete 
with Mr. Bampfield's idea, I find. 
myſelf, in reality, what I was for- 
merly only in imagination, a very 
unhappy oreature. Betty is ſo cruel, 
after having fed my folly, even to 
exceſs, as to leave me a ſecret prey 
to it; and that miſerable churl, Ben, 
| has 
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has opened a wound, which he re- 
fuſes to heal: that Mr. Bampfield 
loves me J am inclined to believe, 
can I then bear the reflection that 
he is under the fame tormenting in- 
fluence with myſelf, when to know 
him happy would be my higheſt 

conſolation ! at this inſtant, lifting 
up her eyes, ſhe beheld” the very 
Bampfield her heart doated on, 
placed in the moſt lover-like atti- 
rude againſt the garden wall: the 
unexpectedneſs of the fight, and her 
apprehenſions for his ſafety, operated 
too ſtrongly for her tender frame, 
and ſhe ſunk down on enen 
lifeleſs condition. 1 I : 
Mrs. Betty, whoſe ſnores had 
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contributed not a little to deepen the 
gloom, now awaked; and, with the 
utmoſt difficulty recovered the love- 
ly girl, who, throwing her arms 
about her neck, and burſting into 
tears, cried, 2 Hide me, hide me, 
my dear Betty, from Mr. Ae 


and my uncle.“ 


"£2 | Tb 


Mrs. Betty was terribly lde 


at Miſs Thornby' $; behaviour, from 


not being able to conjeQure the 
cauſe :,—— but the young: Lady ſoon. 
recolle&ed herſelf, and gave her a 
very fatisfaQory explanation. . 
| ier » [+ 21 
Von ſee, Miſs, what a folly: it is 
to deny that you wiſh to be on a 
tender footing with Mr. Bampfield, 


when 
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when only the accidental fight of him 
could affect you to ſuch a degree; I 
proteſt I thought you was dead. 


Miss THORNBY. 
And happy ſhould I have been, 
Betty, if you had not been deceived 
In your opinion ;— but 1 am re- 


ſerved for greater ſufferings. & 


BETTY. 

Why, my dear Miſs, will you | 
grieve yourſelf and me in this man- 
ner? only hear what Mr. Bamp- 
field has to ſay, there can n 5 
be no harm in that. 


— 


Miss T HORN BJ. 

Well, Betty, (aid the bluſhing 
girl) if he ſhould aſk me to receive 

a vifit from him think I will not 


refuſe 
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refuſe him, men the 


hazard. 
BETTY. 


A fiddle-ſtick of hazard (cryed | 
the delighted huſly), Ben and '$ 
would lay down our lives to ſerve 
you; — you cannot therefore ſuſ- 
pect us of unfaithfulneſs, and with 
regard to Mr. Bampfield, it is an 
ill bird that beſhrews its own neſt. 5 


# * * * 


Strike whilſt the iron's hot! was 

a favourite maxim of Ben's: — he 
accordin gly no ſooner received intel- 
ligence of Miſs Thornby's refolu- 
tion, than he poſted Bampfield down 
to avail himſelf of it. AE OS 
That Ben was really maſter of 
ſome abilities for intrigue, it is hoped 
| the 
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the reader i is by this time convinced: 
nevertheleſs, be it obſerved that, 
without the happy concurrence of 
certain circumſtances, he would have 
been able to have made but an in- 
different ſiguree. 
Mr. and Mrs. Middleton's anli. | 
mited confidence in his honeſty and” 
integrity, was the ground- work or. 
all his baſe proceedings ; for he was 
ſo perfectly lord of the houſehold, | 
that all ingreſs and regreſs, way 
entirely at his mercy, and he fo ul 
timately poſſeſſed their ear, that hi; 
repreſentations on all occaſions Fo 
however falſe or deluſive, were re- 
ceived as goſpel. R. 1 : 3 
As Mr. Bampfield ſet his 100t « "ES. 
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clock Kuck net ei 8 and the hs 
had not yet finiſhed his courſe 3, — 

he therefore judged. it neceflary to. 
ſtrole about the fields until the 


evening began to draw in a little; 
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when, throwing a looſe coat over 
his ſhoulders, which Ben had ac- 
commodated him with by way of 
diſguiſe, he tapped. gently at the 
door, and enquired for Mrs. Betty, 
his couſin. 
Betty had her inſtructions; — ſhe 
conyeyed him very dexterou fly into 
a little apartment adjoining ts their 
ſleeping room, where he was obliged 
to wait ſome time before ſhe. 
had an ae w of appriſing 
Miſs 
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Miſs Thornby of his arrival. 


Miss THORNBY. 
O Betty, (claſping her hands 
together) why was you ſo un- 
friendly as to take me at my 
word; — you are many years older 
than I am; your advice, when I 
was quite a child, often reſtrained 
me from impropriety; —and ought 
you not, on this important occa- 
fion, rather to have ſaved me from, 
than plunge me into danger ? —[ 
cannot — muſt not ſee him. 
BETTY. 
Really, Miſs, you make yourſelf - 
very ridiculous ; — but if you will 
turn Mr. Bampfield out, after his 
long walk, and high raiſed ex- 
Dz pectations 


—_— 


expectations — it is no bread and 
butter of mine; — but J am ſure, 
I, who am but a ſervant, would 
ſcorn to treat him in any ſuch 


manner. 
Miss THORN BY. 


Dear Betty, forgive me — pity 
me if I am wrong — I know not 


how to act. 8 
| RETTY.': £741 003 


Lord, bleſs me, What a fuſs” 
here is! — Why, Ben and I have 
neen lovers theſe many years, 
tnough. no perſon in the houſe 
luſpects any thing of the matter; 
and I wonder what. we are the 
worſe for an innocent deceit. 
MIISs THORNB LV. 

Well, Betty, you will have 


your 
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your way; ; — but I fear 

Betty opened the door in an 
inſtant; and preſented Miſs Sukey, 
pale and trembling as ſhe was, to 
the eyes of her lover, who, by a 
profuſion of rapture and nonſenſe, 
ſoon recalled the roſes to their 
wonted ſituation, and her mind to 
ſome degree of recollection. 


VMIss THORNBY.. 

I inſiſt upon it, Betty, has you 
do not leave me; Mr. Bamp- 
field s viſit is no leſs to you 


exielt, And (Betty tog 
you ſhallpanlei 
*. BEET. fi; 
If you had faid, Miſs, tha, 
occaſion of it Was net unknow | 
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to me, you would have been nearer 
the mark, for I believe I have 
little ſhare enough in the in- 
tention, 


 BAMPFIELD. 

Was it poſſible, my dear Miſs 
| T hornby, longer to conceal the 
| ſentiments you inſpired, eſpecially 


as there was no other means of 
obtaining an interview, than by 
\þ divulging them? — how would 
WW 8 5 you pity the fatigue I have had 
_ > — faithful creature, Ben, 

In, fanction ? — But Betty 
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dear Mifs Thornby, they are the 
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ing conſciouſneſs of this obſer- 
vation. | 

Miss THORNBY. 

I cannot, Sir, be altogether 
ſo grateful for the ſervices - they 
have rendered either me or you, 
as perhaps I ought, from the ap- 
prehenſion of conſequences; — my 
uncle and aunt —— 

© BAMPFIELD. 

Ate people (iaterrupting Her) 
that have fo Tong ſurvived | their 
youth, that they have loft the re- 
membrance of every youthful in- 
elination; — but believe me, my 


only perſons on earth that would 
condemn our conduct, however 


D 4 Bettys 
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Bettys and Bens might be called 
in queſtion. 

Miss THORNBY. 

And pray, Sir, if we are inno- 
cent, how can they be culpable? 
The inſtrument is ſurely inferior 
in every raſpect to the principal. 

-- BAMPFIELD.- - 

Not in caſes of this nature 3 
love and youth. « | can cqyer a mul- 
titude of faults, for which the 


older head, or mercenary heart, 
ou be ſeverely. cenſ ured. 


N 1 - 
5/4 $'$-.V 


N 
MY Þ 


= 5 Miss /THORN BY. $103 (BIEN 


% 


* ander at my hardy renuncia- 
8 of that timidity, that is the 
moſt amiable part of the female 
character, and would, if duly at- 
RP. tended 
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tended to, have: proved my ſureſt 
protection; — nay, Mr. Bampfield, 
perhaps you.. yourſelf may; de- 
ſpiſe me. 

S EI BAMPFPIELD. 

Weak ſpirits and bugbears, are 
ever inſeparable; but the W is 
launched! — The. firſt ſtep, = 
firſt. ſtep, my lovely - coward, is. 
every thing. | 
Miss THORNBY. 

I am: very unhappy. —- (with: 
an averted and- eee counte- 
nance); .. ers 
Bampfield took her hand, and, 
in a ſoft inſinuating accent, con- 
jured her not to conceal her uneaſi - 
neſs from him. | : 23 
3 | DS MISS 
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Miss THORNBY. 

It is derived, Sir, from the ap- 
parent badneſs of my cauſe ; which 
is ſo little capable of defence, that 
the very arguments you have re- 
courſe to in order to reconcile me to 


my preſent conduct, only ſerve to 


increaſe my abhorrence and diſguſt. 
BAMPFIELD. 


Abhorrence and diſguſt ! my dear 


| Sukey, have no part in either 


the Lover's Creed or Dictionary, 
and we will for ever explode them: 
you are a ſweet creature, buried alive 
by your perverſe ſtars; and fate, I 


hope, has deſtined me to draw you 


out to life and happineſs. 
Miss THORNBY. + 
Joo eaſy credulity on my part, Sir, 
n you 
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you mult allow to be little better 
than abſolute indiſcretion. | 

BAMPFIELD. 
Credulity, Miſs, is the nobleſt 
of virtues ; — none but the baſe, 
and the guilty, are ſuſpicious ; — 
the child of innocence knows not 

to doubt — 
Miss THORNBY. | 
And therefore, Sir, is betrayed ; 
but it is unneceſſary to labour the 
point; I cannot forego my ſen- 
timents, nor am I ſo unreaſonable 
as to expect you. ſhould regulate 
yours on my plan ; — but I have 
one article to premiſe ; never, Sir, 
I beſeech you, affront me with 
profeſſions you do not feel; for 


D 6 ſhould 


= 
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. 


ſhould ou meet with any thing 
to leſſen me in your eſtimation 
on a more intimate acquaintance, 
I will, with- pleaſure, receive for 
my friend, the man that has the 
honeſty to tell me he cannot con- 
tinue my lover. 


BAMPF I EL D. 
Bewitchin 1g chimera, — at fix 


teen! — talk of not continuing to 
pleaſe a at ixteen 1— 


Miss THORN BV. 
Time, Sir, is ever progreflive— 


2 ſixteen 18 the prefent period, and 
3 the preſent period 1 have granted 
may be pleaſing; _ but it will ſoon. 
pak away, and perhaps the ſame 
oblivion overtake whatever it was 1 
capable of creatin 8. | 


" rr 
4 I ES 


BAMP- 
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- BAMPFIELD. 
Whence, my dear Miſs Thornby, 
could you engender theſe conceits ? 
Mrs. Betty, I hope you do not 
lend a helping hand? 
| Miss THORNBY. 
It is no great difficulty, Sir, 


(hurt by this appeal to Betty) to 
point out my companions; ; — but 
though our connexions may be. 
limited, the mind cannot. 
 BAMPFIELD. 
You have read Locke, Madam, I 
22855 2 | 


Miss THORNBY. 
Never, —_— 


BA MP FIELD. 
Then you conceive you have in- 
nate ideas, Madam. | 
Bo Miss 
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Miss THORNBY. 
I have a mental ſomething, Sir, 


which I am unable to deſcribe, 
that acts in the double capacity 
of judge and monitor ; — there are 
ſome occaſions on which I dare 
not conſult it, and very many 
that I act in direct oppoſition to its 
dictates ; — the preſent for example. 
BAMPFIELD. 
My dear Miſs Thornby, we grow 
gloomy again ; but the moments 
are too precious to be given to 
ſo unwelcome a gueſt; on this 


hand I vow eternal fidelity ; every 


portion of my life ſhall be devoted 
to your ſervice, nor will I leave 
one opportunity, unembraced, of 
1e 
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repeating the. happineſs I now 
enjoy. 

Miss THORNBY. 
Hold, Sir ! there are conditions 
_ BAMPFIELD. 
Conditions, Miſs Thornby, are 
intolerable clogs to a free-born ſoul ; 
we will have no other conditions 
than thoſe of love. 
_ Miss THORNBY. 

Excuſe me, Sir, though error 
may ſometimes be too powerful, 1 
cannot deliver myfelf up implicitly 
to its influence; — I would with to 
correct. 


BAMPFIELD. 
If you thought meanly of me, 
Madam, why was I favoured in 


Wwram; as. . = Ss 
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other, my ſweet. Miſs . Thornby, 


the high degree I haye been? — or 
if your condeſcenſion was volun- 


tary, why embitter it with mor- 


tifying recollections ?; 


Miss THORNBY. 

No compulſion. I acknowledge > 
has been practiſed; — no one, in- 
deed, in this caſe has a right to 
compel me: — Twillbe free and 
though even you, Sir, ſhould now 
and then find me a little trouble- 


ſome, I cannot help expecting the N 


toleration of a man, that is ſo li- 
beral in his profeſſions of regard 
for me. | 1 
BaMpPIELD. 
A better knowledge of each 


will. 


— 
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will lead to a better underſtand- 
ing; my conduct and . 
will bear the teſt —— 


Miss THORNBY. 
I ͤ hope ſo; — but it is time to 
retire; — you will, I doubt not, 
Sir, depart with the utmoſt caution. 

BAMPFIELD. 

And do you really conceive me 
to be of that vulgar ſtam p- that 
ſleep is neceſſary to my exiſtence ? 
or is it only from beholding your 
too lovely face, that I have been 
taught a refinement known to few ? 
for ſleep has in a great meaſure 
deſertud mo. 00106140559 - AT 
Miss THORNBY. J. 

_ Your complexion, Sir, is un- 


changed, 
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changed, however your repoſe may 
have: been impaired ; — but I am 
far from withing myſelf capable 
of * the effect you men- 
tion; I beg . for my 
fake —— 
'BAMPPIELD. 
What may I then expect at 


your hands? it is not a ſmall con- 


ceſſion that can reſtore my Jong 
loſt tranquility. 
Miss THORNBY. | 

Every thing, Sir, conſpires in 
your favour, — my ſituation the 
humour of my relations — perhaps 
my own inclination — ſatisfied to 
know that you are happy, will 
always be a cordial to my heart; — 
but 
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but I will have our interviews 
tempered with diſcretion; — nor 
ſhall you fit up in this houſe all 
night, whilſt J am in it, on any 


conſideration. 

AM FTIEL p. 

Betty, did you and Ben never 
fit up a whole night together in 


courtſhip ? _ hs 
BETTY. 


Lord ! Sir, how you jeſt ? 
BAMPFIELD. 

Nay, don't I know that it is 
a common practice with you; — 
which is moſt willing I cannot take 
upon me to ſay, but I dare believe 
that neither of you are very averſe, 

Miss THORNBY. 
The idea I have, Sir, of the 


aC 
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dequaihtance you bolicit "with me, 
is that of a higher Kind of friend- 
ſhip — — friendſhip is ever ſuggeſting 
the moſt tender attention. — CanT 
be at eaſe when my friend's health” 
is affected? But what an aggra- 
vation of the evil, if 1 know my 
own folly the | cauſe of it? —I 
am pretty obſtinate .. (perceiving he 
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| was about to rep] 

| o rep „ 3 and you muſt 

4 ſubmit, . l 

ll 

if | 0s Miss THORNBY. 

= What did you mean, Betty, (after 

Wo he was gone, as they entered their , 
5 5 | 3 FI ; ; q 
i own apartment) by talking of tis, 
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| midity, and Mr. Bampfield, in the N 
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lame breath? — He knows of no 
ſuch. 
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ſuch thing z — his whole behaviour 
was that of a man afſured of ſuc- 
ceſs': — and I — what light muſt 
I appear in, to ſuch eyes? 
BETTY. 


The moſt 'charming imaginable. 
Oh, it does my heart good to hear 
him talk ; I would give worlds 
that Ben could prattle as agrecably. 

Miss THORN BX. | 

It may not be altogether ſo ne- 
ceſſary for Ben to be nice in his | 
choice of the ſubjects with which 
he entertains you, as Mr. Bamp- 
field. 5 Your long familiarity but 
it is to no purpoſe; good night, I. 
am ſleepy. Ts 


* % „ #* 
This was one of the many de- 


ceptions, 
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ceptions, love ſuggeſted, to the 
otherwiſe moſt innocent of hearts; 
for it was reflection, not ſleep, that 
ſhe ſought to indulge. 

He loves himſelf ; I have a pow- 


erful rival to contend with, for 
it is but too certain I love him. 
He is young, however, and may 
probably loſe his vanity, in the 
expanſion of his rational facul- 
ties; — and, at worſt, ſelf-love is 
not the greateſt imperfection of 
our nature; — it will ſecure. him 
from inconſtancy ; — he is very 
handſome, — rather over-beating 
indeed, but he has ſo infinitely 
the advantage of an ignorant ſim- 
ple girl, that I ought not to 
wonder at his being ſenſible of it. 
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IR. Bampfield did not fail to 

return to town, but as Ben 
was not inquiſitive, nor Bampfield 
in the moſt communicative hu- 
mour, they retired without much 
converſation. 

Ben took his accuſtomed walk 
to Hackney in the afternoon;— 
Betty ran to meet him at ſome 
diſtance from the houſe, — and 
having told him every particular 
of Bampfield's interview with 
Miſs Thornby, ſhe looked up in 
his face for ſmiles of approbation; 
but how: unſpeakably was ſhe ſur- 
priſed to find it over clouded. 
BETTY, 
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BETTY. 
What's the matter now, Ben ? 
1 BANC ee Pig 
O, no great matter to be ſure ;— 
pray where is Miſs Thornby ? 
So, Miſs, (as ſhe now joined 
them) — here is a fine piece of 
buſineſs, truly ; I only. mentioned 
Mr. Bampfield's name the other 
day, in order to ſound you a little, 
and you was half offended with me; 
yet could keep him all laſt night at 
Hackney, and expoſe him to the 
hazard of forfeiting your uncle's 
place: — he did, indeed, ſay he 
ſhould paſs by the houſe, and per- 
haps might call and aſk Betty how 
ſhe did; but J, like a great calf, 


CON=- 


Hiſtory of SUKEY THORNBY. gy 


concluded he had ſpent the night 
at ſome relations.; — and let me 
tell you, it would have been more 
to your credit if it had been ſo. 
1 own I have hitherto, out of 
mere good nature, concealed his 
ſlip from maſter's knowledge ; but 
I never injured him yet, and wont 
begin now. He ſhall ſoon know | 
his friends from his enemies, I war- 
rant you. 
* 9 0 0 

The young Lady was ſo con- 
founded at Ben's behaviour, that 
ſhe was unable to interrupt him; 
but finding he had done — 


Miss THORNBY. 
How miſerable has a ſhort time 


. rendered 
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"x 
rendered me? You would not 
dared, only a few months ago, 
to treat me with this inſolence. 


BEN. 
Lou had not given cauſe for it, 
Miſs, why ſhould I mince the 
matter ? — Though I call myſelf : 
your uncle $ ſervant, no one elſe 
conſiders me in that light: : and 
granting that was the caſe, what 
mould I have to fear ? The fame 
d:ligence and probity I have exer- 
ciſed towards him, could not fail 
to recommend me to another 
maſter; — and he that is deſpiſed 


at one houſe, Less be valued at 
another. 


Miss 


Hiſtory of SUKEY THORNBY. 99 


Miss THORN LON. 


Why will you thus cruelly un- 
deceive me? I ever looked on you 


as no leſs Mr. Bampfield's friend 


than my own; — nay, indeed, ſo 


far from conceiving you would dif- . 
approve of his viſit, I thought it 


was the very thing you wiſhed. 
BEN. 


Wiſhed truly, No, no, I am not 
quite ſo baſe as to wiſh diſhonour 


to my maſter's family; — but 
Bampfield ſhall dearly repent his 
ſculking to Hackney like a robber, 


as ſhall you. Mrs. Betty, for bar. 


bouring him. 
BETTY. 


Ben, Ben, (in a 3 4 


E 2 cent) 
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cent) what ſignifies carrying the jeſt 
too far. I know you are not in 
earneſt, | 

| BEN, 
It ſhalf' be the rougheſt jeſt, 
mouth, you ever experienced, my 
fine intriguing madam, (with a 
glance that convinced Betty of 
his views; — ſhe nevertheleſs af- 
fected to mutter, the better to cover 
his artifice from the ay 
githg Nine _ @ 702386 

Aye, mutter on, you will never 
mend yourſelf ; — it is at this mo- 
ment in my power to make a ge- 


neral ſweep; — but to ſhew you 


that I abhor malice, and informing 
* any one, I will keep this a 
ſecret; 
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ſecret, but beware of a ſecond 
, _ 

Here Miſs T hornby infſted on 
his accepting a. preſent in return 
for his kindneſs ; and he went 
away hugging himſelf for a very 
clever fellow, that could not only 
impoſe upon, but make his advan- 
tage of every perſon he was con- 
nected with. 


BAMPFPIELD. 


This Sukey, is the ſimpleſt crea- 
ture, Ben, (as they occupied the 


compting houſe the next day) — I 


{ball never endure her. — ſo forward. 43 


— o complying — that had I pro- 
poſed carrying her off in the firſt 
inſtance, O' my conſcience I believe 


E 3 me 
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the would have taken me at iy 


word. » 
RT REL: BEN. | 


You haye nothing to do, when 
vo find ſhe advances too quick 
upon you, than to throw a little 
cold water on her hopes women 
are as eaſily checked, as led on, 
eſpecially when their days have 
been ſpent in retirement; ; — with 
Betty, indeed, the taſk i is more dif- 
ficult. 3 

i 

I cannot imagine how you deal 
with her, Ben ? one morning you 
are for going to church — and the 
next quite off the hinges. 

BEN. 5 

Even fo, maſter Bampfield ; — 

1 | 5 
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and yet, though 1 acknowledge 
we have frequently diſcourſed. of 
matrimony, until my very head has 
been ſtrangely confuſed, we are not 
one jot nearer the mark, than you 
in your farſt interview with your 
beloved : — Betty 1s a very ſpruce 
jade, but ſhe muſt not be my 
wiſe, we know one another too 
well to be happy in ſuch a con- 
nexion ; I mean to tell her my 
mind one of theſe days. 


- BAMPFIELD. 
If that is. your reſolution, Ben, 


why have you ſo long amuſed her 
with the expectation of it? 
3 
Pray, maſter Bampfield, why do 
E 4 %, yo u 
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you ſubmit to pay your addreſſes to 
Miſs Thornby ? — for convenience 
you ſay. That is my caſe exactly. 
Fellow ſervants are either ſo loving 
they can deny nothing, or ſo hoſtile 
that nothing can be obtained. — 
Now the former is preferable with | 
me to the latter. bh 
BAMPFIELD. 
You are very explicit, Ben, to 
acknowledge ſo much, 
| ' mn” 
| Becauſe I know myſelf out of 
danger, maſter Bampfield. I am 
one of thoſe few, that love to be 
ſecure at all points; — perhaps you 
may conceive I have put myſelf in 
your power; but you need only tell 


tales 


| 
. 
ö 
| 
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tales to convince yourſelf of the 
contrary. You have no witneſs but 
Betty, to prove your charge: — and 
I think the lofty oak, never yet 
trembled at the ſlender reed. — My. 
reputation is too well eſtabliſhed: 


for you to be capable of injuring. 


it, as I could inconteſtably evince,, 
if I was diſpoſed for a long conver= 
ſation. 7 . 
BAMPFIELD: 
You are an adept in artifice and 
contrivance, Mr. Benjamin. 
F 
It is my method, Mr. Bampfield, 
to follow the diftates of common 
ſenſe, vulgarly called cunning, be- 
cauſe your polite ones, and your: 


E 5 learned 


; 
| 
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learned ones, forſooth , diſclaim the 
practice J have had much dinned 
in my ears, of the advantages of 
education; but honeſt nature is a 
thouſand times ſuperior. — I know 
with one glance the fit from the 
unfit ; * but your men of educa- 
tion muſt have precedents and ex- 
amples for all their ſteps. 

About the time the above dia- 
logue paſſed, between Mr. Bamp- 
field and Ben, in the counting- 
houſe, at London; the following 
was related, between Betty and 
Miss Thornby, in the Prout at 
Flackney. 

BETTY. -- 

J. hope, Miſs, we ſhall have 
2 Mr.. 


* 
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Mr. Bampficld here ia the even- 
ing ; you are lou ſpirited, mm 


| haps he may amuſe you. 
Miss THORNBY. - 
I will not deny, Betty, but T 


wiſh for ſome chat with him; 

but not to ſo little purpoſe, as in 

our laſt interview, I do not think; 

on recollection, that one rational 

thing was ſaid by either of us. 
ITL. 

So, Miſs, you want to recon- 


eile the greateſt contradictions. in 
nature, love and reaſon; your ra- 
tional folks are your great grand 
mothers, who, having loſt all capa- 
city for pleaſure themſelves, - would 
perſuade their younger friends, that 
nothing is delightful, 
—— 


Miss 
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| " Indeed, Betty, you are deceived ; 
| I had once you may remember a 
| worthy though elderly acquain- 
tance, Lady Hinchinbrooke's aunt; 
| ſhe certainly was the beſt of women, 
and not only tolerated, but pro- 
moted every amuſement. that had 
| innocence and propriety to recom- 
mend it. Seriouſneſs, in her opi- 
nion, was not. melancholy, nor 
| kaughing, mirth; I dont retain her 
very expreflions ; — I had an irre- 
parable lofs, in loſing her, her in- 
ſtructions were ſo tender and judi- 
cious, — Good Heavens 1— Mr. 
20 Bampfield has entered the court- 
4 - yard, and all my wiſe —— 
| — are e vaniſhed into air. 
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Bampfield immediately preſented 
himſelf : — I am an abſolute 
knight-errant, and this is my fair, 


my lovely, miſtreſs, (offering to 
take Miſs Thornby's hand, with. 

an excels of gallantry, by no means. 
ag reeable to her.) 


Miss T THORN BY. 
Excuſe me, Sir, your extreme 
gaiety is but ill ſuited. to the pre- 
ſent diſpoſition of my mind; I was 
recol lecting the ſeyeral misfortunes” 
of my life, among the number 
of which 1 ſhall ever rank my 
connection with you. — Hear me, 
„ beg, what I now fay cannot. 
be a diſparagement. — I haye an 


opinion of your, merit and prin- 
N ciples x 3 
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ciples ; but this clandeſtme man- 
ner of proceeding, hangs heavy 
on my heart. —Methinks it is ſu- 
perlatively mean, to ſteal into a 
corner, with even the man of ones 
choice; to admit him into the 
houſe like a thief, and diſmiſs him 
| with apprehenſion : — how lay you, 
Mr. Bampfield, can an ingenuous 
ſpirit eaſily brook it? 
BaMpFIEL o. | 
Faith, Miſs, I will tell you my 
NY ſentiments, that pretty face was 
never made for care to feed upon; 
the greater the conceſſions and 
difficulties of your loyer, the 
greater your glory and triumph, 
as what would debaſe any other 
bs | cha- 
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character, only leads to exalt his 3 
let this be our plan, — enjoying 
the preſent hour, the gloom of 
ſadneſs will at the lateſt period 
ſeize us too ſoon, and by extend- 
ing our defires, we only increaſe 
our ſhare of diſſatisfaction. 

. BETTY. 

Indeed, Miſs, I wiſh you was 
leſs tenacious of your own judg- 
ment; — it is very odd that we 
ſhould: all be miſtaken, — Mr. 
Bampficld. and I have no private 
correſpondence ; and yet you find 
we both ſpeak the ſame language. 

Miss THOR NBY. 
And what are Mr. Bampfield 
and you, in comparifon with. the 
mul- 
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multitude ? I am unhappily ex- 
cluded from all converſation, though 
endowed with the moſt ſocial facul- 
ties, Your ſex, Mr. Bampfield, 
may well exult in their unreſtrained 
intercourſe. 
| BAMPFIELD. 


What notions ladies have of life ; 
it is certain we men are not tied 


to our mothers. apron- ſtrings. But 
when we have read the papers, 
ſipped our diſh of coffee, heard the 
lie of the day, and tranſacted a 
little buſineſs, Ma hgrecun through 
the whole of due Mfideuline enjoy- 
ments. — It is by mixing with 
your ſex alone that we taſte fe- 
licity, Such eyes as yours, inſpire 

us 
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us with a new ſet of ideas! it is 
then alone that we ſoar above our 
native brutality and heavineſs ; and 
if you add the charms of muſic, to 
thoſe of beauty, you conſtitute a pa- 
radice on earth. 

At the concluſion of the above 
ſpeech, he really is an agreeable 
fellow, whiſpered Miſs Thornby 8 
heart, and improves extremely on 
acquaintance. 

Miss THORNBY. 

| You will think me a ſtrange 
creature, Mr. Bampfield, (ſmiling) 
if I acknowledge, that every effort 
you uſe to entertain me, has a quite 
contrary effect. Yet fo it is, for 
I cannot help now lamenting the 
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peculiarity of my r 
that will not permit me to par- 
ticipate ſome of the public amuſe- 


ments. 
* BAMPFIELD. 


Do but ſubdue your | gloomy 
propenſity, my dear Miſs Thornby, 
and every obſtacle is removed. I 
ſubſcribe to both an afſembly and 
concert, at the other end of the 
town, and there 8 be neither 
difficulty nor hazard in introducing 
1 8 
| Miss THORNBY. 

O yes, Mr. Bampfield, there 18 
an inſuperable difficulty, my inca- 
8 pacity for —— 


BAMPFIELD. | 
Do, give me leave, my ſweet 


girl, 
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girl, to know more of huma? 
nature, than you poſſibly can, it 
your preſent confined fituation, — 
we become inſenũbly familiarized 
by practice; ; — and take my word 
for it, all timid and apprehenſive 
as you now are, before one month 
has elapſed, you will not only 
wonder, but laugh at your own 
ſimplicity, to give it A harſher an 
epithet. 


Miss THORNBY. 
You make me tremble, Mr. 


Bampfield. 
BAMP FIELD. 


My unaccountable, yet lovely, 
Miſs Thornby, have I again ex- 
cited, when I meant to allay your 
fears 2. 
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fears? but be aſſured, I will prove 
an infallible exorciſt. 
BET Tx. 

Pray, Mr. Bampfield, when 
will Ben vouchſafe to ſpend an 
evening at Hackney ? 1 am very 
8 willing he ſhould ſerve his friend, 
but muſt not be wholly neglected. 
| BAMPFIELD. 

Indeed, Mrs. Betty, you are un- 
reaſonable, to expect a man to be 
eager in purſuit of that game, that 
is ready to run into his mouth. 


BETTY. 

Lou are rude, Sir, (tolling up 
her head in great reſentment) what 
did you ever ſee fo very forward in 
mY, conduct, 1 beſeech you ? 
BAMP- 
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 BAMPFIELD. 

Upon the high ropes in an in- 
ſtance : — but my meaning, Mrs. 
Betty, is merely this; that where 
difficulties never exiſted, the paſſions 
are in a ſtate of inactivity z — it is 
difficulty alone that gives the ſtrong 
mark, and denotes their ardour and 

tendency. - 
BETTY. 

I will be hanged then, if I do 
not bring Ben to proof, on the very 
ſyſtem you mention ; — for he is ſo 
luke-warm, at times, I know not 
what to make of him. 

BAMPFIELD. 
Ah, Miſs Thornby, our con- 
nexion poſſeſſes every endearing ad- 


vantage; 
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vantage; —youth, diſintereſtedneſs, 
difficulty, and danger: — nor ſhall 
we ever be reduced to the too com- 
mon neceſſity of quarrelling, to ani- 
mate the drooping ſcene. 
Miss THORNBY. 
Do people then quarrel, Sir, 
with thoſe they profeſs to love? 
BAMPFIELD. 
Nothing ſo frequent, Miſs, but 
to give you a proper idea of the 
lovers fineſs, as: it may juſtly 
be called, I muſt enter into 


Miss THORNBY. | 
Hold! Mr. Bampfield, you ſhall 
not explain ſo unamiable a paradox; 
jure the practice as utterly un- 
worthy of imitation. 


BAMP- 
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BAMP FIELD. : 
Wat do i hear? (affecting great 


rapturcs) nappy fellow that I am,— 


* 


all I ever find you all good- 


neſs and' condeicenfion? how pe- 


Allar my fate! 


* # # # 


BAMPFIELD. 

Of all your fools, Ben, (at his 

return to London) a fond one is 

tie moſt diſguſting ; — the pretty 
ſimpleton perfect 


idolizes me: — 


would ſhe was miſtreſs of the uni- 
verſe — | 
1 BN. -;1 
To make you maſter of it: — ah, 
my friend „but do not flatter your- 
ſelf too far; your acquaintance is 


very 


A 
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very young; Betty and 1 went on 
very well for the firſt year or two, 


and now you ſee the wrangling 
footing we are ſometimes upon, 

| BAMPFIELD. 

Betty has fire ! — but my puppet 
is all ice; — ſo ſentimental, ſo much 
upon her guard: — but I ſhall wean 
her by degrees: your over modeſt 


women muſt not be ſtormed, but | 
ſaped into compliances : — ſhe holds 
herſelf greatly indebted to you for 
favouring our interviews. 
| | BEN. | 
That's no more than I expected: 
but look you, maſter Bampfield, in 
anſwer to your flouriſhes, I muſt 
tell you, Miſs Thornby is under 
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my protection, as it were; and if 
you do not prove a man of honour, 
I will ſoon blow you up. 
BAMPFIELD. 
Honour | Ben ; (repeated with 
a ſneer) and do you preſume. to 
proſtitute that much offended name? 
Pray what are your ideas of honour ? 
. BEN. a 
Vou had beſt not provoke me, 
maſter Bampfield, or I will give 
you ſuch an explanation as ſhall - 
ſtrike you dumb for ever; — you 
know how much I deſpiſe educa- 
tion, the only advantage you can 
boaſt over me; for as I told you 
on a former occaſion, I can go to 
the bottom of a buſineſs, whilſt you 
ar. F are 
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ars labouring to inveſtigate its ſur- 
face. Your vanity will be ycur bane ; 


and Miſs Thornby's diſpoſition is 


unluckily calculated to feed it to the 
utmoſt ;—but you ought to remem- 
ber, that it would be very extraor- 
dinary, if ſhe that takes delight in 
obliging every other perſon, was Ca- 
pable of tormenting you. It is a 
pity theſe young girls know ſo little 


of our hearts, or they would affect 


coldneſs and ſeverity, to ſecure them 
ſelves from the ungenerous charge 
of over fondneſs, 


CHAP. 
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CHAP. VI. 


Mas. MIDDLETON. 
1 HAVE agreeable news for you, 
my dear, (to her huſband) Sir 
William Hinchinbrooke and his 
family are returned from Bath. We 
ſhall ſurpriſe them with the altera- 
tions in our manner of living. 

Ma. MIDDLETON. 
Ah, if I had Sir William's 
fortune, my dear, I would make 
a very different f gure with it, to 
what he does. Its true, he has had 
the ſpirit to retire from buſinefs, 
ſince the death of his great relation, 
but continues that ſtrange ſingularity 


in the choice of his companions, 
F 2 that 
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that beggars and decayed traders are 
the only ſolks he permits to ap- 
proach his table; but it was ever 
his temper, nor could all my argu- 
ments, during our clerkſhip, work 
any change in him. His ſon, how- 
ever, if they have not over-bred him 
with their Eton and Oxford folly, 
may turn out a huſband for Sukey: 
if they had been more ſparing in the 
expence of his education, and were 
leſs ſo in ſome other particulars, they 
would enjoy a greater degree of my 
approbation. — We will give them 
an elegant entertainment at Hack- 
1 ney; and Ben ſhall be caterer.— 


= Ben was rang for —— 


* 


ab Mas. MIDDLETON. 
4 Our old friend, Sir William 
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IIinchinbrooke, (ſo ſoon as he made 
his appearance) is once more re- 


turned to London, Ben. 
| BEN, 


Then we ſhall have maſter 
alive again, Madam ; Sir William 
is the only perſon that can amuſe 


him to any purpoſe. 
Mus. MIDDLETON. 


Now I cannot, for my life, diſco- 
ver either the extraordinary wit or 
valuableneſs of his converſation, un- 


leſs contradiction has its charms. 


Ms. MIDDLETON. 

We ſhall fee how it will be with 
you to-morrow; for as great an 
enemy as you profeſs yourſelf in his 
abſence, you are in the firſt rank 

F. 2 of 
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of his admirers when he is preſent. 
Ms. MIDDLETON. 
I am inſincere then, am I? (with 
a diſpleaſed countenance) you did 
not uſed to be ſo unguarded in your 
expreflions, Mr. Middleton, what- 
ever was your private opinion of me; 
but it is plain your heart is too nar- 
row to admit more than one object 
at a time; and it is only ſince the 
birth of Polly that I have been ſo 
ſtrangely thrown at a diſtance. 
Mn. MIDDLETON. 
How often mult I tell you, my 
love, that this childiſhneſs is the 
only imperfection belonging to you? 
do but once conquer that, and you 
will be the moſt unexceptionabl 


K 


of 


- 
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of women. Come give your di- 
rections to Ben, and let the reſt 
be forgotten. 
Mrs. Middleton ſoon loſt har re- 
ſentment, in the pleaſing anticipa- 
tion of ſetting out her table, and 
Ben nodding his head at every pauſe, 
aſſured her, ſhe might equally de- 
pend on his capacity and inclination 
to execute her orders. | 
Sir William and Lady chin 
brooke were undoubtedly perſons of 


an uncommon character; and ac- 
cording to Mr. and Mrs. Middle- 
ton's notions of things, narrow in 
their views; but the truth was, that 
at their firſt ſetting out in the world, 
they had formed a plan of living, 

F::4 which 
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which for a long ſucceſſion of years 


Had been proſecuted by them, with- 


out the ſmalleſt variation. 
Sir William's father was only the 


younger ſon of a very ancient and 


honourable family; but his foul 


naturally ingenuous, was enlarged 
by education, which rendered him 
very unfit for the ſcenes his friends 
choſe he ſhould engage in — a dan- 
ger at court. He was at firſt intro- 
duced as under equerry, but ſoon 
reſigned that poſt from diſliking hts 
ſuperior. His new appointment was 


however as little eligible to his dif- 
poſition as the one he had quitted; 
and as he could never prevail upon 


G himſelf t to aſſociate with people he 


5 . diſliked, 
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diſliked, or ſpeak a language he did 


not feel, he found himſelf at the end 
of a dozen years, pretty near at the 
ſame point he ſtarted from; he 
therefore retired to the utter diſ- 
pleaſure of his relations, convinced 
that if there was any felicity. on 
earth, it was only to be found in a 
happy obſcurity. | 
About this time he married a Lady, 
who had long been the object of his 


tendereſt affections, though he ha 


forborn communicating them fror 


prudential motives, until he came to 
the reſolution of renouncing every 
conſideration that came in compe- 
tition with his happineſs. 


They purchaſed a pretty ſpot in - 
| F 5 | the 


ps 
* 
19 
* 
1 
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the country, and lived and died in 
the cul tivation of their ſon's morals, 
and the little land they could call 
their own, enjoining him in the hour 
of their departure (which was with- 
in a few months of each other) to 
fly the contagion of greatneſs as the 
poiſon of all human enjoyments. 
The young gentleman faithfully 
promiſed to fulfil their laſt injunc- 
tion; and piouſly conſigning their 
little imperfections to the boſom of 
that earth, that received their re- 
vered bodies, he began to revolve in 
his mind what election would be 
moſt ſalutary for him to make. 
In the courſe of the paternal and 
judicious leſſons he had received, he 
. bad 
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had imbibed ſome imperfect idea of 
the uſe and abuſe of riches. His 
father, indeed, declined the ſubject 
as much as poſſible, leſt, inſtead of 
ſecuring him from evil, he might 
inſpire him with ambitious inclina- 
tions; — the young man had never- 
theleſs caught the idea, nor had his 
diſguſt a gai nſt courts and courtiers 
ſunk deeper in his heart. 

L will (ſo ſoon as he had in 
ſome degree overcome the ſhocks of 
nature, on the diſſolution of every 
filial tye) remove myſelf from this 
fad ſcene. What have I longer to 
do with a ſolitude that is ſtript of 
every charm ? whilſt I could behold 
the ſmiling approbation of the beſt 
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of fathers, or read the fond delight 


of an affectionate mother in her ever 


| expreſſive countenance : — was not 
#4 every wiſh gratified, and act of dili- 
gence or ſelf-denial abundantly com- 
penſated? — But now that the grave 
has ſhyt them irretrievably from my 
fight, the active principles of my 
i | nature become impatient of con- 
Wl ſtraint. 
0 He communicated his feelings to 
the only friend he had, who encou- 
raged him to look forward with the 
utmoſt confidence. 
ou tell me, young friend, that 
you by no means thirſt for the glo- 
ries of war; for that to preſerve, 
not deſtroy your ſpecies, would be 
| your 
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your higheſt happineſs; and your 
father has given you a right im- 
_ preſſion of the favour of princes ; 
but did he ever ſet the beautiful pic- 
ture of commercial advantages before 
you ? or do you forget, that com- 
merce is the key to benevolence, and 
the road to fortune? — If you are 
diſpoſed to convert your little inhe- 
titance into caſh, and can be content 
to riſe by honeſt and worthy grada- 
tions, commerce ſhall beſtow that 
affluence upon you, which an illi- 
beral ſet of men denied to the louder 

claims of your father's merit. — He 
has taught you to deſpiſe pomp, 
equipage, and greatneſs; and I will 


enable you to relieve. the oppreſſed, 
the 
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the helpleſs, and the indigent : — 
let this, my dear boy, be the pride, 
the purpoſe of your life, and you 
will ſecure to yourſelf, in ſpite of 
the utmoſt malice of fortune, that 
moſt invaluable of poſſeſſions, the 
teſtimony of a good conſcience, and 
the pleaſing aſſurance that you have 
not lived in vain. © 
Fraught with theſe ſentiments, 
and on the recommendation of 
this friend, was young Hinchin- 
brooke received into the compting 
houſe of one of the worthieſt and 
moſt fortunate traders in the whole 
city of London; who ſoon became 
ſo entirely attached to him, that 
_ perceiving a growing inclination 


1 
- n 4 
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between him and a near relation 
of his wife, he beſtowed a ſmall | 
ſhare of the buſineſs upon him, to- 
gether with the young Lady's hand. 
They had been married five and 
twenty years, buried their good 
friends both in town and country, 
as likewiſe ſeveral fine children; 
had acquired a plentiful fortune, 
and derived an additional one, in 
conjunction with a little from the 
death of many relations they had 
never any knowledge of ; and could 
only boaſt one child of each ſex, 
at the period of- their being ex- 
pected at Hackney, and their firſt 
introduction to the readers acquain- 
tance. 

Miſs 
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- Miſs Hinchinbrooke was turned 
of ſeventeen, and would have been 
both a moſt uſeful and eligible inti- 
mate for Miſs Thornby, had not 
her ſituation proved an unlucky im- 
pediment. The earlieſt part of her 
days had been ſpent with that old 
Lady, Mils Thornby once ſo pa- 
thetically lamented, and her educa- 
tion had ſo far engroſſed the other, 
that their ſeparation was inevitable, 
eſpecially as the old Lady had re- 
tired to a feat within a few miles 
of Bath, long before her deceaſe, 
and Miſs Hinchinbrooke had con- 
tinued in that part of the world for 
the whole ſucceeding time. The 
young gentleman, from pretty much 
the 
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the ſme reaſons, was no 'leſs a 

ſtranger to Miſs Thornby than his 

fiſter. . | 
Lavy HINCHINPROOKE. 

My dear, (to her daughter, in 
their little journey from Great St. 
Helen's to Hackney) you will find 
a very agreeable companion at Mr. 
Middleton's. Miſs Thornby's age 
and yours is nearly equal, and her 
natural diſpoſition truly amiable; the 
little deficiencies of education or po—- 
liteneſs may eaſily be diſpenſed with, 
where the heart is ſo worthy your 
attachment. I take her to be very 
docile; let it be your buſineſs then, 
my child, with tenderneſs and de- 
licacy, to communicate your better 

knowledge 


| 
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knowledge for her inſtruction and 
believe me, you will find more real 
ſatisfaction in her lovely ſimplicity, 
than all the bold refinements of the 
other end of the town can beſtow. 
SN WILLIAM. 
She is very handſome, young man, 


| (addrefling his ſon): and I have no 


rules to preſcribe for your conduct. 
I think I could not have beheld her 
at your time of day, with indiffer- 
ence, and I do not defire to have 
it in my power to compliment you 
with either a greater ſhare of wif 
dom or inſenſibility than your fa- 
ther; — ſtudy her well, it will be a 
pleaſing exerciſe for your mind, — 
the beautics of her diſpoſition are 


not 
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not tinged by artifice, nor thoſe of 
her perſon, deformed by affecta- 
tion, — only do not deceive your- 
ſelf, and I am fatisfied you will 
never deceive her ; — you have too 
much honour to attempt to recom- 
mend yourſelf in a particular man- 
ner to her affeftions, until you are 
convinced ſhe is miſtreſs of yours: 
but I muſt caution you againſt be-- 
ing over haſty in your proceedings, 
leſt you ſhould miſtake a flight 
impreſſion in her favour for that un- 
reſerved preferance, ſo tender a te · 
lation as a wife is intitled to. 


Mx. HINCHINBROOKE. 
Are you not too ſerious, my {ps 
Sir, for the occaſion ? | 


Sin 


1 * 


* * 
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Sm WILLIAM. 


Buy no means, Son, — a parent is 


moſt undoubtedly anſwerable for the 
conſequences of that connection he 


is buſy to promote. To expoſe you 


to frequent interviews with ſo lovely 


a girl at your age, when fancy and 
inclination are ſo peculiarly active, 


would be cruel to an extreme; if 
when the miſchief was effected, I 


could be capable of requiring you 


to undo, what I wiſh all my fa- 
culties about me had been the in- 

ſtrument of your doing. 

Mx. HINCHINBROOKE. 

Well, Sir, you are in this inſtance, 
as in every other, the moſt conſide- 
rate and indulgent of fathers. I need 
not 
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not now tell you how much it 1s 
the delire of wy. he-rt, to fulfil the 
with of yours: and ſhould you, in 
your moſt private thoughts, have 
deſtined me for this Lady, may 
the little deity effect your purpoſe, 


in the very inſtant of my intro- 
duction, 


1 


SIR WILLIAM. 

To your deſtiny, my boy, (ſmil- 
ing) commit you: and if unde- 
fended by prejudice, it requires no 
great ſkill to read it, even at this 
diſtant period. 

Ben preſented himſelf before the 
coach door, to aſſiſt them in alight- 
ing: he caſt a kind of evil glance 
upon the young gentleman; — here 


18 
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is ſomething in the wind (to him- 
ſelf) or I am much miſtaken; it 
is lucky that I have not neglected 
proper precaution. | 

When the civilities of friendſhip 

were over, on the elder part of the 
company, Miſs Thornby was en- 
quired for. 
Ms. MIDDLETON. 

What corner can the girl have 
ſculked into? (with ſome tokens of 
diſpleaſure in his aſpect) when ſhe 
ought to have attended the arrival of 
her beſt friends. | 


SIX WILLIAM. 
Be not outrageous againſt your 


piece, (humourouſly) for a virtue 
but little known to this polite age ; 


we 
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we are all kind of ſtrangers ; — and 
your modeſt Engliſh natures ſhrink 
at the very name. 

Miſs Thornby entered ts dining 
room; dejection fat on her cheek. 

Lady Hinchinbrooke's compaſſi- 
onate heart was greatly affected. — 
The poor child finds herſelf neg- 
lected, fince the birth of her couſin, 
and her tender ſpirits can but ill- 
ſupport the change ; — but they 
ſurely might beſtow a due portion 
of attention on her, without robbing 
their little favourite of her ſhare of 
affection. dz 

Lavy HINCHINBROOKE. 

Letty, (her Ladyſhip having pre- 

ſented Miſs Thornby and her daugh- 


ter 
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ter to each other) endeavour to re- 


commend yourſelf to this -young 
Lady's friendſhip : at your time 
of day it will yield you ſweet in- 


creaſe, if properly cultivated. — 


Friendſhip in youth is moſt de- 
lightful. I hope you have neither 
of you any unworthy tendency ; 
but as your acquaintance with each 
others diſpoſitions will be more 
intimate than any other perſon can 
be admitted to, ſo, if rightly ma- 
naged, it may be productive of the 
utmoſt uſe, as well as ſatisfaction. 
Let your minds be one on every 
valuable occaſion; and if you 
ſhould ever diſagree, may it be only 
to ſtrengthen your agreement ; for 


as 
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as nothing is ſo ſoothing as the ap- 
probation of friendſhip, nothing 
ought to be more ſalutary than its 
gentle admonitions ; it is both cruel 
and unjuſt to flatter, where correc- 
tion is wanting, even in common 
connections; but in ſo particu- 
lar a one as I wiſh you two to 
form, it would be highly unpar- 
donable. | 


Miſs Thornby curtſed, ſighed, 
and bluſhed ; the meaning of the 
two latter was but little underſtood 
by the company. | | 

Young Hinchinbrooke faluted 
her with a very pretty compli- 
ment: but the only return he 
Vor. I. 0 could 
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could obtain, was a ſecond curtſy, 
and down caſt eyes; —and ſhe re- 


rained ſhy and diſinclined for con- 
verſation the whole day. 


Mx. MIDDLETON. 
I hoped Sir William (greatly 


diſappointed to find his friend in- 
tended to return to town that even- 


ing) you would have given us your 


company for two or three days at 


Jeaſt, after fo long an abſence; — 
Hyckney will be but half enjoyed, 
unleſs enjoyed by Sir William and 


Lady Hinchinbrooke. 


Six WILLIAM. 


My dear Sir, you muſt excuſe me, 
if I expreſs my furpriſe at your 


choice 


* 
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choice of a retirement; Hackney 
is too near London to anſwer your 
purpoſe in any reſpect; — for you 
are at once within the reach of the 
two greateſt inconveniences in life, 
ſmoke and im pertinence. 

Ms. MIDDLETON. 

You are ſo attached to Bath, Sit 
William, (with viſible chagrin) that 
all other ſituations are unpleaſing to 
you. 

SIR WILLIAM. 

My wife, Mr. Middleton, has 
received too much benefit from the 
waters, not to ſecure that city with 
me from all diſlike, except that of 
conſtantly reſiding in it, — I viſit 
it with pleaſure; behold the buſtle, 

G 2 the 
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the labour of the multitude to be 
amuſed, and return with double 
ſatisfaction to my beloved retreat, at 
| ſeven miles diſtance, where am- 
bition and vanity would be un- 
welcome gueſts. — Mrs. Middle- 
ton, Miſs Thornby, your whole 


family, ſhall accompany us in our 


next excurſion, when I will ſhew 


you the retreat I love. 


Mus. MIDDLETON. 

We will moſt certainly attend you, 
Sir Wilham ; for I long prodigiouſly 
to ſee that part of the world. Sukey, 
child, what poſſeſſes you to day? 

you hang down your head juſt like a 
condemned criminal. Miſs Hinch- 
inbrocke, (bridling and directing 

her 
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her eyes to that young Lady) but 
examples are of little uſe to the 
wilfully blind. = 


Sis WILLIAM. 

You make no allowances, my 
good neighbour, frequent inter- 
courſe can alone produce familia- 
rity ; — return our viſit as ſoon as 
poſſible, and I will engage for it, 
you will have no reaſon to complain, 

1 
Ms. HINCHINBROOKE. 

I wonder, Sir, (in their return 
home) how you came to contract 
an intimacy with ſuch a family ? 

Sts WILLIAM. 

And why, my ſegacious ſon, what 

impediment have you diſcovered ? 
G 3 Me 
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Ma. HINCHINBROOKE. 

Their minds, Sir ; for are they 

not narrow, unfeeling and uncul- 


tivated? 


Six WILLIAM. 
You forget that Middleton and 
I were for many years placed to- 
gether in the ſame compting houſe; 


but methinks, young man, you ga 
very deep on a firſt inſpection, 


and even granting. you was juſt, 


there is an oddity in their charac- 


ters, that would recommend them 
with me. They follow the ge- 
nuine dictates of honeſt nature; 
laugh, becauſe they are pleaſed, 
attach themſelves where they love, 
and are ſo bold, as to diſclaim 
8 all 
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all conſtraint and diſſimulation. 
Ms. HINCHINBROOKE. 
That they are not ſlaves to form, 
is moſt evident. 
Sis WILLIAM. 
Come, come, you ſhall not be fo 
ſatirical; it is with the behaviour 
as the face, that may be very agreca- 
ble in the whole, that will not bear 
taking to pieces: — but you ſay 
they are unfeeling, narrow and un- 
cultivated ; — the two firſt charges: 
J abſolutely deny, and only admit 
the laſt, from conſidering it as their 
greateſt felicity. 1 need not aſk 
you if you obſerved their niece : — 
your eyes, William, were both buſy 
and. intelligent. — They brought 
G 4 her 
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her up with the utmoſt tenderneſs, 
to the utter deſtruction of your ſuſ- 
picions : —it is true that tenderneſs 
has been rather weakened towards 
her, ſince the birth of their daugh- 
. ber, to be more abundantly ſtrength- 
enced and collected where ſhe is con- 
cerned, 
Ms, HINCHINBROOKE. 

They are narrow, however, my 
good Sir, you have proved it incon- 
teſtibly.—Did you love. my mother 
leſs, when Heaven beſtowed me 
upon you? or was your affection 
for me in the ſmalleſt degree dimi- 
niſhed, on the birth of my ſiſter? 
No, no, your heart was ſuffici- 
_ ently enlarged to comprehend nct 
> ; . | onl 
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only your family friends, but the 
whole human ſpecies. - The neice 
is a lovely creature, — her gentle 
diſpoſition is but ill calculated to 
ſuſtain the cold regard with which 
they treat her; whilſt their darling 
is over-whelmed with careſſes, that 
rather fatigue than flatter its little 
ſenſes. 

Sir William and his Lady ex- 
changed a ſignificant ſmile, — the 
partiality no leſs than the juſtneſs 
of the obſervation ſtriking them 
agrecably. 


Ms. HINCHINBROOKE. 


Is Miſs Thornby always fo re · 
lerved Sir? 
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Sia WILLIAM. 
In the general, my dear; but 
we have never had an opportunity 
of ſeeing her from under her uncle 
and aunt's wing: — you and Letty 
may perhaps find her very different 
in your hours of retirement. 


CHAP. Vl. 


BEN. 


AM no bad politician,, maſter 
" Bampfield, we did but juſt take 
time by the fore lock. My young 
ſpark never ceaſed admiring Miſs 
Sukey the day through; but ſhe Was 


true 
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true to her truſt, and totally diſ- 
couraged all his polite flattering. 
BAMPFIELD. 

She is mine, — infallibly mine, 
if I can but think her worth the 
having : — the little fool doats on 
me to death, — and ſpite of all. 
her ſexes arts, is unable to con- 
ceal it. 

BEN.. 

I muſt tell you, maſter Bamp- 
field, theſe airs but ill-become you: 
you may be a very pretty fellow, — _ 
but Miſs Thornby's perſon. 1s a. 
maſter-piece. 

BAMPFEELD: 

A wax doll, — a mere puppet, — 

the ſoftneſſes, the apprehenſions of 
G 6 EE, love. 
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love, are the only ſprings of mo- 
tion ſhe is ſuſceptible of. — You 
may be angry again, perhaps; but 
poſitively if we do make a match 
of it, I muſt have ſome very 
ſprightly acquaintance to make the 
pill of life go down. 


BEN. 
Be but properly diſcreet, and 1 
ſhall not quarrel with you for tri- 
fles : — but as appearances are every 


thing, they muft be duly attend- 


ed to. 
a F 


Miss THORNBV. 
They are an agreeable ſet of 


people, Betty; in ſpite of all my 


prejudices, my heart would approve 
'E E their 


Hiſtory of SUKEY THORNBY. 157 


their manners and converſation. 
BETTY. 

The young gentleman, it ſeems, 
was very ſweet upon you, Miſs ; he 
might indeed tell you a number of 
fine tories ;— but poor Mr. Bamp- 
field is the man to feel what he 
would only feign. 

Miss THORN Bx. 

And to what purpoſe, ſhould he 

feign an approbation of me? 

BET T V. 

| Nay, Miſs, I did not think it 
was in you ;— to be a coquet, is but 


one degree better than being —— 
Miss T HORN Bx. 
Let me have none of your coarſe 
compariſons, I beſeech you, Mrs. 
iy Betty, 1 
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Betty, (interrupting her) Mr. Hin- 
chinbrooke, though perfectly agree- 
able, is not, nor indeed can be any 
other to me than an acquaintance: 
I hope I may ſometimes be allowed 
to converſe with him, without any 
offence to either Mr. Bampfield or 
you? | 
BETTY. 
I dont know that, Miſs ; — as to 


me, its true, I have no right to med- 
dle in the affair; but if Mr. Bamp- 
field is ſatisfied with your pro- 
ceedings, he is not the man I take 
him for. You, know. what he 
aid a few nights ago. 
Miss TH ORN B. 
Ves, — my memory is ſuffici- 
- ently 
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ently retentive; but Mr. Hinchin- 
brooke's behaviour did not make 
it neceſſary for me to practice the 
leſſons I received: — not one of- 
fenſive compliment eſcaped: his 
lips, and as to oaths or ribaldry, 
he ſcems utterly unacquainted with: 
them, — he has either great arti-- 
fice, or is greatly changed from 
what Mr. Bampfield repreſented 
him, — but he could not mean to 
deceive me, and I ſhall be ever on 
my guard.. 


* * 
Bampfield came over in the- 
evening, Miſs Thornby was ex- 
ceedingly alarmed at. his counte- 
nance. 


BAMP- 


* 
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| BAMPF I ELD. 
There does not exiſt (chrow- 


ing himſelf into a chair) ſo miſe- 
rable a wretch as myſelf, — but the 
hour of my deſtruction is arrived, 
and 1 will accompliſh it. 
Miss THORNBY. 

How you terrify me ? (trembling 
with apprehenſion) Oh, tell me, 
Mr. Bampfield, what evil has 


befallen you ? 
BAMPFIE L V. 
Vou do well to give it that name: 


I am not indeed come as uſual to 
pour out my ſoul in ſoft languiſh- 
ment, but to upbraid you with un- 
| Readineſs ; ; — to take a final leave 
of you, nay perhaps to diſpatch 


_— before your face. 
Miss 
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Miss THORNBY, 
Deliver me, Betty, my dear Betty, 
deliver me from this violent man, — 
convey me to my uncle — prevent 
his miſery — and pity my wretch- 
edneſs. 

BAM P FIELD . 

My ſweet girl, (ſomewhat a- 
larmed) continue to love me, or 
I am utterly undone; it is the 
dread of loſing you that ſo ſtrangely 
affects me. Hinchinbrooke muſt 
not live, if he once becomes my 
tial. | | 


Mies T HORN BV. 

It is cruel, Sir, (weeping with 
the utmoſt anguiſh) thus to ſport 
with my peace-and health, Alas 

Mr, 
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Mr. Bampfield, you too well know 
the power you have over my affec- 
tions; Mr. Hinchinbrooke, how- 
ever deſerving, is come too late to 
recommend himſelf to me, if even 
ſuch were his wiſh, but I dare be- 
tieve he is tos wiſe to throw away 
his heart without the Ma of a 
return. 

ff AA EIn E BEM" -4 
Do not name him and love in 
the fame breath, and I will en- 
deavour to be compoſed; - yet let me 
aſk you, Miſs Thornby, — would 
he be treated in the cold manner I 
am? Would he ſubmit to have a 
witneſs to his converſation ? No: 
take my word for it, it is my po- 


* \ 
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verty alone expoſes me to ſuch 
hard conditions ; but remember, the 
poor man can feel, though he dare 
not complain. 
Miss THORNBY. 
I Qam aſtoniſhed at your diſſatis- 
faction in this particular, when it is 
merely from a principle of delicacy, 
that I require Betty's company. 
Young girls cannot be too circum- 
ſpe. — And it is much wiſer ta 
err on the prudith ſide the queſtion, 
than hazard, from want of judg- 
ment, a breech of propriety. 
 BAMPFIELD. _ 

| Propriety, my dear Miſs Thorne. 
by, exiſts only in idea, and as edu- 
cation enlarges or. contracts our 


views 
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views—do you think I would make 
an improper uſe of your indulgence 
and confidence. 

BETTY. 

Indeed, Mis, if delicacy is your 
only motive for making me a party 
to Mr. Bampfield's viſits, it is 2 
moſt extraordinary kind of delicacy. 
I know I love Ben, and would 
therefore be as retired as poſſible, 
when love is the cauſe of our 
meeting. — It is a very aukward 
ſituation at beſt, both for the 
lovers, and the by-ſtander, as well 
as a troubleſome one; and if I 
was Mr. Bampfield —— 

Miss THORNBY. 
I will not be precipitated into any 
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ſtep—{with a peremptory look); —a 
month ago Mr. Bampfield would 
have been well ſatisfied with what 
he now deſpiſes, and too probably 
if I was to grant his preſent requeſt, 
it would loſe its value with him in 


pretty much the fame time. 


BAMPFIELD. 

Do you then take me for a 
monſter of ingratitude — the bare 
ſuſpicion of my being capable of 
abuſing your condeſcenſion, ought 
to incite you to bring it to proof ; 
you can hate as well as love, I ſup- : 
poſe, Madam, on proper provoca- 
tion. 2 5 
MISS THORNBY,: : .-., 
Surely, Mr. Bampfield, there 
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are difficulties and diſappointments 


ſufficient in life, not to ride out in 
queſt of them. Are we not happy 
in our preſent intercourſe ? — Has 
not fortune favoured us beyond 
our utmoſt hopes? — Yet we will 
not be content, but tempt our fate, 


until we are actually involved in 


ſome cruel calamity. 


BAMPFIELD. 


My lovely philoſopher, fear no- 


thing with me. — I ſhould hold it 


a kind of facrilege, to offer you the 
ſmalleſt injury; — and for the reſt, 
Ben and Betty are our ſecurity ; our 
next interview muſt be a tet d tete, 


ior the mad fit will return. 


G 1 BETTY. 
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And ſo, Miſs, (after Mr. Bamp- 
ficld's departure) your objection to 
receiving your lover's private viſits, 
is merely leſt the world ſhould form 
ill-natured conjectures; — but be- 
lieve me, that world would never 
be reſtrained by my Tpc:t dixit, as 
Mr. Bampfield calls it. — When a 
young fellow ſpends whole nights 
in the ſame houſe with his beloved, 
who would be anſwerable for the 
conſequences ?— I have all the rea- 
fon on earth to believe every thing 
1s right between you, but could 
I ſwear you never once met with- 
out my privity? 

Miss THORNBY. 
Moſt undoubtecly you could: — 


Oh, 
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Oh, Betty 1 Betty ! have I ever 
quitted you one moment? 

SEETDY. 

Not whilſt I was awake, Miſs 
Thornby ; — but human nature is 
frail, we cannot always watch ; — 

and when once ſleep ſeizes me, you 
might pull the houfe. down, and I 
ſhould never be diſturbed. 


Miss THORNBY. 
How little did I fore- ſee, poor de- 


luded creature that I am, the dan- 
ger of this connection? — Had you 
Betty but kindly made me ſenſible 


of it, without my miſerable —— 
| -BETT 1 


Now Miſs, you are falling into 
your old whims: — did I not fee 
you 
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you at death's door? Did I not 
know that Mr. Bampfield well 
diſcovered your affection; — what 
other part could I then haye acted ? 
Miss THORNBY. ok 
You have been very good to us 
both (ſoftened by this artful ſtroke) 
and we will ever acknowledge: it. 
But Betty, for my fake on all future 
occaſions, diſcountenance, but never 
promote, any thing of this ſort ; — 
and depend upon it the moſt offend. 
ed party will, on reflection, be your 
warmeſt friend. 
RW „ * * EIS 
BAMPFIELD. 
I have gained my point, Ben, no- 
thing makes ſo deep an im npreſſion 
Vor. I. H on 
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on a female heart as your tragedy 
rants; and Betty will hereafter be 
diſmiſſed: — thus far by your di- 
rection: — but if 1 ſhould be in- 
duced to make any extraordinary ad- 
vantages of my good fortune, what 
ſentence ſhould I incur from your 
mightineſs ? 
3 BEN. 
Only the matrimonial l tell 
you, maſter Bampfield, it is ap- 
parent to me, that you muſt very 
ſoon either bind or renqunce her. 
Hinchinbrooke will not work fo 
deliberately as you have done, and 
ſhe will be borne off before your 
face. 


_ » BAMP- 


Hiſtory of SUKEY THORNBY. 177 


BAMPFIELD. 

Not immaculate, Mr. Benjamin, 
or the old gentleman deceives me.— 
I will, my friend, leave no one op- 
portunity unimproved, and the con- 
ſequences of ſuch proceedings would 
infallibly anſwer all our purpoſes — 
ſuch as revealing the connexion 
which we ſhould never otherwiſe 
have the courage to do—inciting the 
uncle and aunt, for the honour of 
the family, to court that alliance they 
would otherwiſe deſpiſe, — and oc- 
caſioning the pretty forward one to 
worſhip me for my unbounded ge- 
neroſity 1 or ſuppoſing the worſt, 
that our union ſhould be utterly im- 


practicable, it is but the Lady's : 


H 2 keeping 
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keeping her own ſecret, and where 
would be the damage ? 

| BEN. 
True, maſter Bampfield, you have 
it perfectly; — but ſurely I ſhall 
never live to ſee the day that will 
om you to relinquiſh your _— 


Fr. V2 © 


Mz. MIDDLETON. : 

F etch the children to town, Ben, 
— ue are all to dine at Sir William' 83 
to-morrow, and 1 would not but 
have them ready on any conſideration. 
| e 

| Ah, Sir, that youn 8 gentleman, 
but you know my meaning. 
Mu. MIDDLETON. 
by It gives me pleaſure, to under- 


ſtand you, Ben, as I have an opinion 


of 
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of your ſagacity, and doubt not but 
the notion is ſuggeſted by ſome 
judicious obſervation. 


* * | 
When Miſs Thornby was dreſſed 
for Sir William Hinchinbrooke' 8, 
nothing could appear more engage 
ing. Her eyes! her complexion! — 
Bampfield, for the firſt time, be- 
held her with real emotion; — he 
marked her down as his prey; — and 
had the hardineſs to communicate 
his infernal exultation to his coad- 
jutor Ben; — gloffing it over how= 
ever with the abſolute neceſſity for 
effecting their ſchemes ; — for if 


Middleton would freely part with 
five thouſand pounds to ſettle his 
4 niece 
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niece . advantageouſly, there is no 
doubt but he would add the other | 
five to ſecure her from the cenſures 
of a malicious World, and preſerve 

the ſepi tation of his family; — a 
doctrine that was very well re- 

ceived by Mr. Benjamin. 

- Young Hinchinbrooke had, for 
ſome time, impatiently expected the 
happineſs of Mr. Middleton's arrival; 
— but notwithſtanding his imagi- 
nation had fondly painted Miſs 
'T hornby in the lovelieſt colours, 
he found the -idea infinitely infe- 
rior to the reality, There was an 
inexpreſſible beauty and ſweetneſs 
in her aſpect that day, derived from 
her private agitations; — for ten- 

der 
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der anxiety will communicate a 
ſoftneſs and grace to every agree- 
able feature. 2 

But though Mr. Hinchinbrooke 
and his ſiſter had concerted ſeveral 
pretty plans for amuſing Miſs 
Thornby, they had the mortifica- 
tion to find them wholly uſeleſs; 
for ſhe remained immoveably fixed 
to the fide of her aunt ; — there ſhe 
ſat; - ſilence and ſenſibility for once 
united, even in a female; and he 
could only feaſt his eyes, whilſt his 


heart was chagrined. 
Lapy HINCHINBROOKE. 
I will invite her to fpend a week 


with us, (fo ſoon as they took their 
leave) and we will then bring her 


real diſpoſition to the teſt. 
H 4 | But 
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But "moſt unfortunately for Miſs 
Thornby, before this friendly deſign 
could be carried into execution, Miſs 
H inchinbrooke was taken ill, and as 
her lungs were naturally tender, ſhe 
was ardered immediate] y on her re- 
covery to Briſtol, to prevent creep 
bad conſequence. „5 
The young gentleman bore the 
impreffion of Miſs Thornby's charms 
along with him to the Hot Wells : 
nor had he ever before regretted ſa- 
crificing any private inclination of 
his own, to gratify the will of his 
father; — but this mortal part of 
him experienced a bitter pang. 
M6 T hornby gave one ſigh at 
| parting with Mr. Hinchinbrooke,— 


not 
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not from any inſtability in her na- 
ture, — but from having diſco- 
vered that he poſſeſſed ſome accom- 
pliſhments Mr. Bampfield had no 
idea of, 'nor could ſhe flatter her- 
ſelf, that either time or chance 
would reveal their value to a man 
that conceived himſelf incapable 

| of improvement. 


CHAP. VIII. 


T HI S lucky removal of the 
Hinchinbrookes, once more 
reſtored Bampficld to all his eaſe 
and felf-admiration, — nay he even 
began to balance the hazards, plea- 
Hs lures, 
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ares, difficulties and advantages of 
the undertaking he was engaged in. 
There. was no doubt in his private 
opinion, but chat the ſame figure 
that had captivated Miſs Thornby's 
heart, would have had the fame 
effect on a woman of the firſt rank, 
if opportunity had been propiti- 
ous, — for in this caſe he was by 
no means diſpoſed to remember 
the ignorance, ſimplicity, and re- 
tired life of the poor thing that was 
ſo bewitched as to admire him 5 
though he never forgot one of thoſe 
articles on any other occaſion. 
Miſs Thornby perceived the change 
in his behaviour, yet was unable to 
penetrate the cauſe her:! innocence 


could 
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could but ill - inſtruct her to unravel 
the myſterious wiles of a vain and 
baſe deſigning man: — their meet- 
ings were leſs frequent ; — Betty's 
abſence unſolicited, and all the ar- 
dour of his former profeſſions inſen- 
fibly dwindled into felf-encomiums. 

I feel a tenderneſs for this young 
fellow (when alone) that his heart is 
incapable of returning. His love is 
either violent or inſipid, he terrifies 
me with threats on the lighteſt 


proſpect of loſing me, and degene- 


rates into neglect when in any degree 
ſecure. 1 know not what to think 
of ſo unaccountable a diſpoſition: 
but ſhould I break with him, and 
any horrid act be the conſequence— 
H6 wretched 
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-wretched girl — embrace every evil 
as a bleſſing in compariſon with that 
for in compariſon with that every 
evil would moſt - unqueſtionably be 
a dleſſing, and ſubdue this egregious 
pride, that would demand an excels. 
of ous which he is. not inclined 
to pay. 64 G1 A 
"Things had for ime time conti- 
nued in this quiet ſtate. - 


„ W % * 


BAM PFIEL DPD. 
Ben, chere is no enduring this 


@me dull round, and unleſs you can 


oreferibe ſome method of enliyening 


the ſcene, my importance muſt fink. 


BEN. 
Take her to a ball; — you know, 


Ae  Bamphicld, ladies are fond of 
1 
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ſhew, — a ball will give you credit 
for fifty yawning fits. . 


| 4% * * PY 
 Mtss THORNBY. 
You know, Mr. Bampfield, how: 
gladly I would oblige [you : but I 
think we had better be ſatisfied with 
the happineſs. that is within our 


reach; we may graſp too far. 
 BAMPFIELD. 

The female characteriſtic is timi- 
dity ; — but I muſt have you ſu- 
perior to your ſex : — you may rely 
upon the caution, and the ingenuity 
of Ben; they have never _—_ us 


yet. 

BETTY. 

If Miſs Sokey | is ſo very particu 
lar, 


182 Tas NIECE; | Or, Tus 


colours: you will never be enquired 
for at home, and I will aſk my 
miſtreſs to give her leave to go to a 
private ball at my couſin Corbet' 83 
you know the thinks Miſs Corbet 
a very pretty fort of a perſon. . 

1253011 BAMPEIELD. - 5; 

That will perfectly anſwer the 


purpoſe, if Mrs. Corbet will but 


conſent to cover the deceit. 
| Meet oi Si BY 2k 


 Mxs. CORBET. 
I os you to be a very prudent 


girl, Betty, therefore will not re- 
fuſe your requeſt, but 1 hope you 
| know what company Miſs Thoraby | 


1s going with ? 
BETTY. | 
Tes, fure, madam, — only one 


of 
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of our own clerks, a young gentle- 
man of very pretty expectations, — 
but my maſter and miſtreſs are fo 
odd, they will not truſt her any 
where; — they are ſo far from 
diſliking Mr. Bampfield, that I dare 
ſay he might have their niece for 
aſking for, as the ſaying is, but 
they hate public places, that is the 
only difficulty. _- 
Mrs. Corbet laughed at the od- 
dity of their humour, pitied the 
young lady, and promiſed her 
daughter thould- call the next 
morning, f to enquire after Mifs 
Thornby $ health, as a confirma- 
tion of her having been there. 
Thus do the unthinking good- 
EY natured 
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natured part of the world, give 
a ſanction to the greateſt enor- 
mities, by ſuffering themſelves to 
be duped by the firſt plauſible tale. 
But whether Mrs. Corbet's, or Mr. 
and Mrs. Middleton's conduct, was 
moſt blamable, muſt be ſubmitted 
to the judgment of the reader: as 

the former was rather a light 
minded woman, and had nothing 
of her own at ſtake, and the latter - 
were expoſing their niece, to the 
contagion of bad company, for 
ought they knew to the contrary: 
as all the knowledge they had of 
f Mrs. Corbet, was from Betty's 
repreſentations of her, and all they 
upon her couſin, Miſs 
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Miſs Thornby's innocent heart 
bounded with rapture at the thought 
of the aſſembly, and the dreſſed her- 
ſelf with peculiar care, Mr. Bamp- 
field has never yet ſeen me tò ad- 
vantage, I will therefore, this one 
evening, try how far he is to be 
captivated by outfide — I am but 
too ſenfible, (fighing as ſhe looked 
in the glaſs, through the mild optics 


of humility) he may every hour meet 
with much handſomer, much wiſer, 
and infinitely more entertaining girls 
than myſelf; — but for fincerity, 
and perhaps affection towards bim, 
I ſhould ſurpaſs them all. | 
Ben was ordered to attend Miſs 
Thoraby? to Mrs. Corbet's, and a 
hackney 
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hackney coach was already at the 
door. 

She appeared! — Even Ben was 
ſtruck with the unuſual lovelineſs 
of her perſon : — ſhe gave him 
her hand, and ſmiled upon him 
with ineffable complacence. 

She is much too amiable to be ſa- 
crificed to ſuch a coxcomb as Bamp- 
field ; had I any other means of 
making my fortune: — but charity 
begins at home, and her deſtiny is 

Bampfield, ſpruce as a bridegroom, 
was waiting their arrival. The even- 
ing was drawing in, and he could 
only diſtinguiſh' by the aſſiſtance of 
| a lamp as he ſtept into the coach, 
! | that 
1 


* 
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that the ſweeteſt complexion on 

earth was capable of receiving ad- 

dition from a well choſen gown. 
BAMPFIELD. 

1 hope, my dear Miſs Thornby, 
(preſſing her hand) your ſpirits are 
equal to your undertaking ? a finely 
illuminated apartment, — band of 
excellent muſic, and a crowd of ele- 
gant company, cannot fail to ex- 
cite ſome unaccuſtomed ſenſations : 
vanity I am fatisfied has no ſhare 
in your compoſition, and ſurely 
ambition can never dwell in fo 
gentle a boſom. | 

Miss THORNBY. [ 
I do not comprehend you, Mr. 
Bampfield, what have our ſex to 
do 
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do with ſo maſculine a paſſion as 
ambition? If you mean, indeed, that 
this my firſt introduction into gay 
ſcenes, may exeite a deſire in my 
breaſt to be frequently admitted to 
them, there may be ſome danger; 
for I confeſs to you my heart has 
2 natural propenſity to! joy, and 
will abundantly participate at leaſt 
the muſical part of, the entertain- 
ment. j 1 
AMP FI TL. 
. Upon reflection, Ben, I am afraid 
we are very wrong in our proceed - 
ings, if a rival ſhould be the con- 
| ſequences of this revel? 
12s NC 
N.̃ct at all unlikely, maſter Bamp- 
8 0 field, 


% = 
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field, but you would have your hu- 
mour. — When we have but one 
pretty thing before our eyes, the 
effect is obvious, but carry a child 
to a toy-ſhop, and its little ſenſes 
are inſtantly ſo bewildered, that now 
it will have this, and then it will 
have that; — and perhaps you may 
too ſoon be convinced that you are 


no politician. 


BAMPFIELD. 
I deſpiſe bughbears ; 3 Miſs Thorn- 


by s conſtancy can never be with- 
in the reach of petty incidents; but 
I own your ſuggeſtion has fo far a- 
larmed me, that I ſhall not be per- 
fectly happy unleſs my good girl will 
condeſcend to make ſome ſolemn 


declaration in my favour. 
BEN. 
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ey . 

Aye, (who was appriſed of his, 
drift) now you have hit the mark, 
maſter Bampfield ; that would be 
ſetting the world, indeed, at defi- 
ance; — and if you do really mean 
to have one another at laſt, why not 
clench the matter at once; — Mails 
Sukey can have no objection. 

Miss THORNBY. 

I have ſo little notion of attaching 
myſelf to any perſon living, except 
Mr. Bampfield, that J am willing 
to promiſe whatever he may require, 
provided he is left free. The very 
idea of conſtraint is intolerable to 
ſome minds ; — and perhaps our 
connexJon would loſe every charm 

when 


—— 
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when once affectionate impulſe was 
converted into a kind of entangle- 


ment. | 
. BAMPFIELD. 


Cruel Miſs Thornby ; when my 
whole ſoul is devoted to you, to 
deny me the ſatisſaction of pouring 
it out in the warmeſt proteſtations. 
If ever I fall from my integrity, may 
every good angel forſake me ; — and 
ſhould I become capable of uniting 
myſelf to any other female, may ſhe 
prove my eternal bane. 
Miss THORNBY. 

Take care, Mr. Bampfield, how 
you enter into an engagement you 
may be incapable of fulfilling. The 
human heart is ſo perverſe, we 


ought 
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ought not to attempt binding it too 
ſtrongly, and ſo deceitful, there is 

no truſting to its operations. 1 do 
believe you have no intention to be 
unfaithful ;—but we are very young | 
and expoſed to many miſadventures : 

my uncle's favour ſo precarious ;— 
might not the withdrawing of that 
ſhake your conſtaney, or at leaſt your 


prudence — 
BAMPFIEL o. 


You ſpeak with the coldneſs of an 
anchorite ( interrupting. her) ; 
prudence and love are the gi 
contradictions in nature ; 3 we will 
therefore diſcard the former, to pre- 


. the latter Wr 


Miss THORNI BY. 
What ſentiments are theſe, Mr. 


Bampfield !- — 


714 1 1 


Bampfield ? - — 1. hope you would 


inclinations 


- BEN. 


ſhould be entirely ſatisfactory. 


both ſhould live. 
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not wiſh to, adopt ſo ſtrange 83 
ſyſtem. —1 mprudence! —Thought- 


leſſneſs! | — The baſis of . the moſt | 
val — 3 the moſt conſequential of 1 


It 5, fine talking, Mig; but if 1 : 
was maſter Bampfield | L would not 
let ſo fayourable an opportunity lip. | 
without obtaining a promiſe that 


5 1278 
— .* 


Bampfield improved this hint — 

and poor Miſs Thornby ſuffered her- 
ſelf to be prevailed on to repeat a I 
Hacred vow never to become the wite | 
of any other man, ſo long as they 15 


vor. I. . They of 


„% 


br 
5 
2 
bh | 
"4 
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1.3 N (036: 
They now arrived ; at Dean f treet, 


Soho. Bampfield left the diſcharg- 
ing of the coach to Ben's > care, and | 
conducted his fair partner into the 


ball room with no ill grace. 


„ as 


The eyes of all the een 
were inſtantly attracted. — The 


141 


lovelieſt creature breathing 81 ! Where 


- \& & 
[OCT] 2 


does ſhe live What is her name 


r 


3 were the unwelcome ſou ads chat 
ſaluted Bam pfield's 8 cars from every 
quarter. He was moſt excredingly 


« & SS #53 


chigrided; — — it was giving her a 


kind of ſaperiority over him his 
pride could not ” digeſt : 4 and, i in 


Mw 511 96303309-0! 19yY SN QY P91! 


order to excuſe the captiouſneſs and 
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diſthumout he was unable to conceal, | 
he _—d to be taken ſuddenjy in, 


420 0 


and 
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and ſat down the whole evening. 
Miſs Thornby, tender and be- 
lieving as ſhe was, could not ſup- 
preſs ſome diſſatisfaction at his be- | 
haviour. Pleaſure ſparkled in every 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


countenance but Bampfield's : — is | 
he really indiſpoſed ? or does he only a 
ſeek to deprive me of that felicity ; 
every other lady evidently-enjoys?— | 
Why did he propoſe bringing me to | 
render me ſo remarkable, as I certainly 

mult appear, by being a mere ſpec-- 
tator of what I ought to participate. 


Several gentlemen- intreated per- 
miſſion to dance with MiſsThornby, 
as her partner was ſo unhappily cir- 4 
cumſtanced; but not withſtanding * 
ſhe declined every ſuch offer with 


a: great , 
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great ſweetneſs, Bampfield's brow 
| remained . contracted, and his ſoul 
abſorbed. by ſpleen and ſullenneſs. 
Unpleaſing indlioations were 
thrown. out by the mortified party. 
— Jealous head, and narrow. heart, 
were diſtinctly heard by Miſs - 
Thornby, who bluſhed no leſs for 
the figure ſhe muſt make on the oc 
caſion, than for her-ungenerous and 
- gloomy companion. 
One young gentleman in particu- 
Jar, that had for ſome time admired 
Miſs Thornby at humble diſtance, | 
"= was at | length encouraged, by ob- 
' | ſerving how ill ſhe was entertained 
11 by Bampfield, to e and 2035 
his eke | 


- - © 
- 
K. 
= * * 
1 1 
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YOUNG GENTLEMAN. = 
It is equally impoſſible, Madam, 
that you can already have reſigned 
your liberty, as that the gentleman 
whoſe caprice reſtrains you from 
dancing, attends you here in the 
character of a lover. — Love is com- 
poſed of every ſmiling. joy ; and to 
promote the happineſs of its (hes 
loved, its higheſt gtatification: — 
let me then prevail on you to re- 

nounce a ſubmiſſion that is only 
due to the paternal 
BAMPFLELD.: 

2 Pra. Sir, (in an irreſolute ac- 


; 


cent, 10 courage was not the ad- 
ing paſſion in his breaſt) what bu- 

fineſs have you with this Lady ? 
13 YOUNG 
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YOUNG GENTLEMAN. 

I own Fam an intruder, yet flat- 
ter myſelf 1 ſhall be forgiven; — 
the benignity of this Lady's aſpect, 
not to mention the toleration ſhe 
has ſhewn, your preſumption and 
arrogance, is my ſecurity; — no- 
thing,” Madam, is fo foreign to my 
heart as an intention to offend: 
but I hope you will not condemn 
me for an involuntary tranſgreſſion. 
I. would gise all the world to 
be on the ſame happy terms with 
you, it is evident that gentleman 
has attained, in order to evince how 


Pony ſenſible I ſho -: 
3 — 3 * De of ſo 


po a blefling,—if! he i is a huſband, 


BAMP- 
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BAMPEIELD. 

I wonder, Madam, you can be 
fo inattentive to the conſequences 
of engaging me in a quarrel ; — it 
is for your fake alone that I am thus 
patient under ſuch unworthy treat- 
ment: — you well know my rea- 
ſons, though they cannot ſo con- 
veniently be publiſhed. red 


Nass THO R NB Y. 
You perceive, Sir, (addreſſing 


the Acapger) how I am fituateg, 
and, * you are a gentleman, 
will not farther diſtreſs me; — it 
had been, better, indeed, if I had 
been wholly ſpared. 
| YOUNG GENTLEMAN. | 
Your rebuke; Madam, is too juſt 
14 0 


— 


* 1 
\IT. # 0 7 1%, $8 14 ; ? 
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D be reſiſted. Sud leaye 3 you, Madam, 
with the ſtrongeſt impreſſions in 
your favour, - — Land muſt figh when 
* recolle&t Lever gave you pain. — 
(He bowed | reſpeafully and mixed 
with the company. 1 

- | B AMPFI E L D. 
| 1 hope, Miſs Thornby, 3 you have 
too much good ſenſe to fall in love 
with ſuch "ſceges. 45. "theſe. The- 6 

World is in fact com poſed of little 

elſe han "noiſe. and impertinence, 

nor is felicity 155 Kir but * 

ſilence and rette. 
MISS 8 en 
That was the very leſſon na- 
ture and innocence taught me, Mr. 
* and I cautioned you 
+ + dull 


de” * 


Gon 
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ſufficiently againſt undeceiving me. 

I came to this place merely in com 
pliance with your will, but 1 per- 
ceive I ſhall quit it with * 


BAMPFIELD: 
It is very well, Miſs, (with the 


moſt diſpleaſed countenance) your 
imagination is ſtrangely dazzled 
with the firſt glance of pleaſure; — 
dut recollection may reſtore you 
to your former ſelf: we will not 
continue much longer in that life 
you are ill qualified to participate, 
or you would never have become 
giddy in the very inſtant of . pee 
introduction. ia 

Bampfield was moſt truly i impa- 
tient to return home, but knew 
„ WS. - 


not how to inform himſelf, whe- 


ther, Ben was or was not in wait- 
ing, without expoſing Miſs Thornby 
to be a ſecond time addreſſed by the 
gentleman : he was, however, under 
the neceſſity of either leaving her 
for a moment, or bringing her into 
the diſagreeable ſituation the door of 
an aſſembly room muſt be for a lady. 
— Ben luckily preſented himſelf too 

EX 8 for the ha to * 


it was not popes by him; ; and 


bis eyes. followed Miſs Thornby, 


au the det bligh Mrd 
her from his fight. 


Miss Thernby retired 1 to o ber ae 
ment immediately on alighting from 
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the carriage, and Bampfield ſtealing 
to his, vowed revenge on the ſweet 


girl for all the anxiety and mortifi- 
cation he Nea ſuf 


ered ; ; reſolvi ng 


erate BY in | the world, until he 
had properly ſecured her to himſelf. 
Miſs Thornby's head was no 
booner laid on her pillow than ſhe 
began to revolve paſt ſcenes. How | 
exceedingly cruel my uncle and aunt 
have been to me, to exclude me from. 
all ſociety but what was moſt unfit 
for me — The pernicious princi- 
ples Betty has endeavoured to in- 
culcate ; — the wrong impreſſions. 
Ben too ſucceſsfully communicated, 
and the upgenerous views. Mr. 


ac Bamp- 
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Bampficld formed to what have 
they not brought me? — I am ne 
longer-in my own power. I haye 
given him an authority over me that 
can never be recalled; — and per- 
haps conſtituted a tyrant where I 
meant to fix a friend. Should every 
thing ſucceed to his wiſh, what 
proſpect of happinefs remaitis for 
me? — The man that can wan- 
tonly abridge .me of my - fatis= 
faction, in my hour of fovereigrity, 
would he once*vouchfafe' to pro- 
mote it when F became his actual 
property ? — He was'tmortified'and 
alarmed at the little attentions that 
were paid me, though by no means 
peculiar, — Every other lady had 
0 4 her 
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her ſhare of civility, whilſt I alone 
experienced the reſtraint of caprice 


and ill humour. — I now begin to 
feel the danger of being United to 
a· man with ſo limited a heart. Vet 
wretch that I am, what has a- 
wakened theſe murmurings! rank 
pride! — I have given myſelf, in 
the ſight of the Almighty, to Mr.. 
Bampfield ; and am now ſeeking 
out. cauſes, of diſguſt and dilappra- 
bation. The love of Mr. Bamp- 
field alone does not content me; 


5, would be adwited by the idle 
multitude,” and 4 am offended truly 


L 
1 


at — ſtrongeſt evidence of his: 


14 


affectidn, tlie dread of loſing me. 


3.4 Fi 


Ho 05 1 abhor the coquetith, 


[ 


S$ W « 


incli- 
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inclination } — Conceal Bampfield 
for ever, conceal me from a de- 
ceitful flattering world, as then and 
then only ſhall I be ſecure from the 
deceits of my own peryerſe nature. 


CHAP: IX. 


BAMPFIELD. 


ö 1 0 could have believed, Bren, 
that the meek, the 


Thornby was capable of eo 451 1 
but he i is true to her f ſex, captivated 
with the firſt fellow that beſtows 
particular attention on her, and 


* 14 A eU e 


122 to renounce bim, I doubt nat, 


8? , * 3 "IC 4 a 4 


* 


4. 


n 
3 — 
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bor the next chat preſents himſelf: 
She is certainly handſome !'— Curſe: 
on a whole herd of coxcombs for 
awakening her to a. ſenſe of it. 
though I ſappoſe ſhe had ever a 
ſufficient ſhare of vanity, only wait- 
ing an opportunity to ſpring into 
life — but it muſt be our buſi- 
neſs to begin to teach her humility, 
and a proper dependance on us, the 
maſters of her fate. — Vou know 
my ſcheme, and cannot but allow 
it is now high time to carry it 
into execution. 


BEN. | 
Follow your own inventions, 
maſter Bamphield, but keep diſere- 


don properly in yiew, or great 
con- 
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confuſion will be the conſequence. 
4 BAMPFIELD.” 

As to your part, Ben, you will 
be perfectly ſeeure ; — an intrigue 
may ſurely ſubſiſt between Miſs 
Thornby and me without your con- 
eurrence : — the world at leaſt will 
eaſily believe it, and your well diſ- 
ſembled ſorrow abundantly endear 
you to your maſter and miſtreſs. — 
But to ſilence all objections, I am 
weary of uncertaiaty, the five thou- 
and pounds or nothing, — vou un- 


derſtand me ? Tctoiindre Em 
BEN. 


You would never think of leav- 


ing her, I hope? 5 
*7 BAMPPIELD. 


Never fear me, Ben; << have 1 


"ft! ** | 


OM * 5 
6 \ y : 1 2 * wh y 
F? I 1 ; 2 
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not integrity F and humanity ? - — 
the fair one $ tears ſhall be wiped 


* 1117 


away by the "fy hand that calls 
them forth. — Do but think, 
though, What A fine appearance 
old Middleton would make, wheed- 
ling, | his clerk to preſerve the, ho- 


1 or 28 31 . —_ 


nour of his family. Ae 


* „ n * * 

About eleven o'clock the next 
morning, came Miſs Corbet, to 
pay her falſe compliments. She 
was a little ſmart figure, with a 
"= inſinuating\aſpe&. 

Mr. and Mrs. Middleton peb- 
ſeſſed thenifelves' much obliged by 
- the favours their niece had received, 
and invited the young Lady 
| viſit 


210 e On THE 


WAKE Y 


viſit at Hackney, or in London/ as 
. ; Mercan | 
often as Was agreeable to her. 


4 2927 27 1 & , ow 


Miſs biber began to entertain 


a Bod $ for Mr. Bamp beld, 1 whom 

ſhe had frequently ſeen with Mrs. 
Betty: ; the therefore took Mr. and 
Mrs. Middleton at their word, and 


4 2:11 


refolved to c cultivate the utmoſt . 


gif 20 40607 


timacy with Mits Mpernby. 
Miſs Corbet, as has been already 


af] 20 - : BY 9 ell 


mentioned, was a diſtant relation of 


ISIS - hid Oh eee 

Mrs. Betty's; her fuer, had for 
years been engaged in a very pro- 
fitable employment ; but being 2 
man of a, moſt extrayagant turn, 
and infamous character, her con- 


nexions were but Vrniteds: ue her 
fortune, narrow. 


„ „ 


CS 
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Her perſon and accompliſhments 
(for ſhe had had the greateſt ad- 
vantages ef education) would ſome- 
times attract the admiration of 
ſtrangers; z — but ſhe was conſtantly 
deſerted on acquaintance ; no leſs 
from the extreme lightneſs of her 
own behaviour, than her father's 
in fame.” Conſequently ſhe exult- 
ed not a little in the proſpect of 
Miſs * s friend(hin s g 


6 5 oper with \ r Were — 


vour . 


_ Miſ Thornby, now almoſt 
cighteen, and Miſs Corbet turned 


or ux ds eu, entered into the 
warmeſt amity. The former had 
one profeſſed lover, the latter 2 
little thouſand of imaginary ones 

-m 
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ſhe affected to Jo open "i whats 
heart to her beloved Miſs Thornby, 
and often ſolicited her to follow her 
example ; but ſhe remained ſilent 
as the grave, from a conſciouſneſs 
of the impropricty , of her attach- 
ment, and enjoined Bameßeld. to 
behave | in ſuch a manner as to 
prevent B diſcovering the, Tine, 


, 11944 92 


they were upon. 


. © x 4 
> a 114 


Bam pfleld very readily | gave into 
this propoſal, as it enabled him to 
have two ſtrings to his bow; for 
as it was generally believed that 

Mils Corbet s mother had faved 
money, and that whoever married 
the dau ghter, would ſucceed the 
father in his occupation, he had 


* 
W 14 


fme- 
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ſometimes turned a dcligning glance 


« 7 


that way. | 
Miſs Ttornby kaving obtained. 
leave to ſpend a day at Miſs Cor- 


bet's, Ben Was ordered to o ſee ber ſafe 
thither. | 2 


„„ ” 4% ww 


7 p & + * 


He told ber, as they paſſed along, 
how mortified Bamphield was, | that 


he could never meet with an oppor- i 
tunity of ſpending an hour with her 
ſince their ſecret expedition : 4 but 
aſſured her that the very firſt even- 
ing ſhe went to ae, bd would 
come over as uſual. A man in love, 
Miſs, always ſhews to 4 very great 
difadvantage}' as he is delighted and 
diſguſted by a million of little cir- 
cumſtances that n every” other 
perſon's notiſGGG. BEN. 
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a9 BEN. CON 
Mr. Bampfield, Miſs, was not 
quite ſo much himſelf, I. find, as 
might have been wiſhed, at the 
ball ; but ai 
Miss THORNBY. _ 
Faults that proceed from kind - 
neſs, can very eaſily be excuſed ; 


we certainly had an uncomfortable 
evening of it ; — but I have forgot 
it all, and hope the remembrance 
will never be painful to Mr. Bamp- 


eld. 
©] * 1. FY 23 13/70 Si 


They now reached Mrs. 3 
bet's, and Ben was obliged to leave 
the young Lady to her own medi- 
_ tations. and diſcretion., - . 02 
Miſs Corbet propoſed a walk i in 
St. 
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St. James 8 Park, as it Was chen 
pretty early in the morning, to 
which Miſs Thornby acquieſcing, 
they immediately made the beſt of 
their way for. Spring Gardens ; they 
were however detained ſome lit- 
tle time at the corner- of Suffolk= 
ſtreet, by a ſtring of carriages, when 
they perceived two gentlemen in 

a chariot, that were particularly 
curious in obſerving them. At 
length one of 'them exclaimed, 

© it is her, Jack, — there is no miſ- 
taking that lovely countenance; I 1 
will be ſet, down, and {peak to her.“ 
Miſs Thornby inſtantly | recol- 
lected the voice and features of the 
gentleman, and would have given 


any 
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any " thing to 2011 him — but | 
before ſhe could reſolve on one ſtep, | 
he approached' with the , roo 
„ | 
: YOUNG GENTLEMAN. | 
I have only a few words to ſay, 
Madam, and if they-prove diſagree- 
able, it is the laſt trouble 1 will 
ever give you. 
Miſs Thornby bluſhed, Lid! was 
beyond meaſure confounded: — 
now will every thing be laid open | 
to this girl, and-all our friendſhip - 
diflolved at a ſingle ſtroke. F riend⸗- 
ſhip exiſts but in equality; the im- 
portance of a ſecret will lift her to 
ſuch a height, that I muſt ſtoop and 
cringe all the reſt bo "my Om” 3 999% 


I 


Miss 


"17 
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- Miss THORNBY.: - % " 
I can only repeat, Sir, (with 
viſible diſtreſs) what I faid on a 
tormer occaſion. 1 
YOUNG GENTLEMAN. 
It is ſufficient, madam, I not only 
remember, but | comprehend every 
expreflion; — I am likewiſe ſenſible 
of the impropriety of forcing my 
company upon ſtrangers ;—if there- 
fore I am commanded to leave you, 
I obey; — but allow me to add, 
that your indulgence would not be- 
miſplaced ; / nor would I preſume 
one ſtep: farther than you ſhould 
preſcribe. —— Say, Madam, (ad- 
dreſſing Miſs Corbet, in whoſe 
eyes he read the utmoſt encourage 
Vol. I. „ 
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ment) was there never an inſtance, 
in ſo public a place as this, of ad- 
mitting an unexpected addition to 
a party ? 
Miss CORBET. 
Lou have ſo much the appear- 
ance of a gentleman, Sir, that I 
own I can ſee neither impropriety 
nor danger, at this time of day, in 
granting your requeſt, eſpecially as 
we ſhall not walk long. 
- YOUNG GENTLEMAN, 
Ten thouſand thanks, Madam, 
for this generous condeſcenſion. 1 
am ſo much an Engliſhman, ladies, 
that I muſt acknowledge my pre- 
- poſſeſſion in favour of moſt of the 
Engliſh cuſtoms ; but foreigners 
1 have, 
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have, I own, one advantage that 
outweighs many we poſſeſs; — it 
is a ſufficient recommendation a- 
broad, to even the moſt flattering 
civilities, to be a ſtranger ; — but, 
in England, we are ſcared at the 
very idea, and behold every one that 
is not ranked amongſt the number 
of our intimates, as dangerous per- 
ſons. — You have been abroad, 
Madam, I preſume, (addreſſing 
| Miſs Corbet) from ans indulgence 
to me? 

MISss CORBET. | 

I have, Sir, (perfectly conſcious 
of her own extraordinary accom- 
pliſhments) though but for a ſhort  * 
period, Ls 


K 2 YOUNG 
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1 ON GENTLEMAN. - 
I was fatisfied of it, Madam, for 
I dare believe this timorous young 
Lady would have flown from me as 
from a vulture, if you had not 
condeſcended to ſhew her how 

harmleſs a creature I really am. 

Miss 'THORNBY. 

It may be a+ misfortune, Sir, to 
be uninformed, but it can never be 
a fault; — few are able to practice 
what they have never learnt. — I 
am, indeed, the timid being you 
deſcribe, ſhrinking at imaginary, 
though perhaps by a miſtaken con- 
fidence, plunging into real, danger; 
— but whoſe conduct is perfectly 
uniform? and where is the judg- 


ment 
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ment that is ſecure from error? | 
YOUNG GENTLEMAN. 


Sweetly infinuated, — and what 
cruelty to abuſe? What a wretch, 
I fay, muſt he be, that could be 
capable of miſleading your well in- 
clined ſteps ? — But men are na- 
turally tyrants ; and though juſt 
and generous in their every other 
proceedings, can reconcile them- 
ſelves to the groſſeſt deceptions in 
their intercourſe with that ſex they 
were born to protect. When they 
have a woman to deal with, in- 
deed, who knows life and human 
nature in all its variety, they are not 
altogether ſo culpable, if they do 
exerciſe ſome little arts, which ſhe 
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is well qualified to defeat and de- 
tect: — but to enſnare the innocent, 
to impoſe upon the unſuſpecting 
female, is vile and deſpicable, and 


betrays the ſtrongeſt conſciouſneſs 


of their own unworthineſs, in tre- 
panning the heart they could never 


other wiſe obtain. 


Miss THORN Bx. 

Vou exhibit but a diſagreeable 
picture of mankind, Sir. | 

YOUNG GENTLEMAN. 

It is nevertheleſs, Madam, a too 
juſt and proper likeneſs, however 
deformed. All do not feet love, 
that profeſs its influence: — ſelf- 
intereſtedneſs, vanity, the baſeſt and 


moſt grovelling of inclinations, too 


fre- 
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frequently aſſume that name, and 
unfortunately are ſucceſsful, where, 
under any other form, they would 
have been utterly exploded. E 
Miss T HORNBY. 
Is there no teſt, then, no bring- 
ing profeſſions to proof, Sir ? 
YOUNG GENTLEMAN. 
Yes, Madam, a moſt. fatal one, 
the being betrayed by them into 
ſuch circumſtances as are irre- 
trievably miſerable. Do but think, 
my dear Madam, of the horror a 
ſenſible mind muſt endure ; when 
having attached itſelf to what 
it conceived its kindred mind, 
it finds itſelf only the dupe of ar- 
tifice, and the flave of captice.— 
K 4 But 
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But the noble, the ſentimental 
paſſion of love, ſeeks nothing but 
the dclight, the felicity of its ob- 
ject: — take it for a rule, young 
Lady, that the man that would 
lead you into impropriety or hazard, 
and is capable of gratifying any pri- 


vate view at your expence, is a 
wretch by nature, and a villain 
* Dice. 


* „ 4 * 


Miss COR BET. | 
The man is certainly delirious ! 


Fi - 


— but T Will not interrupt 
him, abſurd and ridiculous as he 
makes himſelf. | 


- YOUNG GENTLEMAN. 
What i is ſo tender, ſo delicate, as love? 


(withgreat earneſtneſs) nor can it once 
ö deſcend 
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| deſcend to indirect meaſures for ſuc- 


ceſs; ten thouſand and ten thouſand 


difficulties invigorate, not extinguiſh 
it; but it will merit, or it will 
not obtain, and as to hurting, of- 
fending, ſeducing, or deceiving its 


beloved object, is the laſt fin it. 


could commit. — You, | ladies, are 
very young; and it is both un- 
cuſtomary and unfaſhionable for our 


ſex to entertain youth and beauty 


with ſober truths : — but in re- 
turn for the favour you have con- 
ferred on me, I have thus com- 
municated my better knowledge for 
your inſtruction, and would teach 
you to diſtinguiſh the devouring 
wolf, from the harmleſs ſheep. 

K 5 Viss 
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Miss CORBET. 
Why really, Sir, (with an affected 
laugh) you have rather preached 


than converſed ; and I fancy my 


pretty friend is become a proſelyte, 
ſhe is ſo filent and penſive 


YOUNG GENTLEMAN. 


T wo of the chief articles you 
ladies ſet your faces againſt, from 
an ill grounded apprehenſion. that 
thought is an enemy to beauty, 
and filence betrays want of breed- 
„ 

Miss COR BET. 
How deceitful appearances are, 
my dear, (nodding her head fignifi- 
cantly at the gentleman) who would % 
have ſuſpected the ghoſtly father 
was 
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was concealed under fo lively an 


ou tſide 3 


YOUNG GENTLEMAN. 
You do but confirm, Madam, 


the very tenets you affect to ri- 
dicule. A ppearances are beyond 
meaſure deceitful; it is therefore 
your beſt ſecurity, as a female, to 
diſtruſt even the moſt favourable. 


Miss COR BE T. 
And fo bid adieu to every fa- 


tis faction. — No; let me ever be 
agrecably deceived ; — and if life 
and human nature are, in reality, 
as odious as you have been pleaſed 
to repreſent them, — may I con- 
tinue as in the preſent inſtance, to 
deſpiſe the dodtrine and laugh at the 


preacher, 
K 6 YOUNG 


_ 
* 
a y 


228 Tux NIECE; Or, THE 


l * 
2 3 —— „ 
- n -_ 8 — hg Wo 
" ? S % 


YOUNG GENTLEMAN. 
Your ſervant, Madam — to 
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you, however, I give up the point, 
as you ſeem but too well quali- 
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fied for controverſy: — but of this 
Lady I have better hopes; — ſhe 
will not fail to improve the humble 
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hints I have thrown out, nor ſuffer 
herſelf to be prevailed on to fa- 
crifice that moſt precious of hu- 
man poſſeſſions, Liberty, before ſhe 
has taſted its ſweets. — Believe me, 

Madam, the happieſt period of our 
exiſtence is whilſt hope and in- 

| nocence divide the heart, and a long 

| fair proſpect invites our contempla- 


tion. 
» 1 R * * 


Miſs ifs Thornby was ſo PAR by 
8 this 
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this obſeryation, and the recollec- 
tion of her own circumſtances. — 
that a ſigh involuntarily eſcaped 
her, almoſt articulated into — O, 
Bampfield! Bampfield! and muſt 
I at laſt ſee you in both an odious 
and ene * 


* „ * *. 

They had now taken two turns 
in the Mall, and it became ne- 
ceſſary to part from their agreeable 
companion. 

A viſible dejection inſtantly over- 
ſpread his countenance ;—he bowed 


very low, in order to have con- 
cealed it, if poſſible, from * 


fli gh 1 s obſervation. 
_- YOUNG 


230 Tan NIECE OR, rb | 
YOUNG GENTLEMAN. 

Ladies, 1 do not with to treſ- 

paſs on your goodneſs, and will 
only ſee you out of the Park, and 
then take my leave (adding, 
they drew near the end of Spring 
Gardens) I cannot forbear intreat- 
ing this young Lady, to reflect, 

in an hour of retirement, on this 


morning's converſation, Vou will 
meet with but few ſuch queer fel- 
lows as myſelf, conſequently will 
be but ſeldom troubled with a re- 
petition of the ſame dull ſubject. 
May every happineſs be yours,— 
and if any expreſſion I have ut- 
tered, can be either uſeful or en- 
tertaining to you, I ſhall think 
3 myſelf 
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myſelf the moſt fortunate of be- 

ings, — As to you, Madam, (bow- 

ing to Miſs Corbet) I ſhall moſt 

certainly make bold to claim your 

acquaintance, whenever I am ſo 

lucky as to be caſt in your way. 
Miss CORBETT, 

I find, Sir, though you do not 
chuſe to compliment my prudence, 
you have a very high opinion of 
my good-naturez — and as I defpair 

of inſpiring you with more gallant 
ſentiments, I ſhall take care not 
to forfeit the reputation you are 
diſpoſed to give me. 


D © .% ®# 


| Miss CORBET. a ag 
A very whimſical, but at the ſame 
time a very pretty fellow, my dear, 
| | (6 i 
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(ſo ſoon as he had left. them) 
where can he have picked up his 
antiquated notions ? — 1 cannot 
imagine how you Y him came 
to be joſtled in, each other's way.— 
Have your conſent to ſet my 


cap at him? You know he got 


out of a chariot ; — was it his 


own think you 2 


8 0M 


Thus, the giddy defeat thei 
own purpoſes : — Miſs Corbet, by 
heedleſsly bounding from one queſ- 
tion to another, gave Miſs Thornby 
an opportunity of waving the moſt 


important, by taking up the chariot 


where ſhe had ſet it down. 


Miss 
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Miss -THORNBY. 

Not at all unlikely, that he ſhould 
be maſter of a carriage ; for if he is 
not a gentleman, I will never more | 
truſt to my own judgment. 

Miss COR BET. 

O, I fancy there is no danger 
of your quarreling with yourſelf 
on this occaſion ; — but what a 
ſtupid ſoul, to leave us ſo content= 
edly. — O! my conſcience a modeſt 
man is ſo teizing a character, that 
it is well it is not a more common 
one. — Why did he not force us 
to follow our own inclinations, and 
tell him who we were? 6k 

Miss *T HORNBY. 
I honour him for his genteel 
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behaviour; — I, I, — but it is paſt 
and cannot be- recalled. 
| DW Eu YE *» 
Miss CORBET: 

La, Mama, (flying to a pier- 

glaſs, in order to contemplate her 

own pretty perſon) either Miſs 


Thornby or myſelf has made a 


conqueſt this morning: — the 
ſmarteſt; fenfibleſt fellow: — but 


now I think of it, my dear, (turn- 


ing - careleſsly to Miſs Thornby) 
he is all your own. — I abjure 
him for his ſententiouſneſs and 
gravity. © wy 2 Molten co) 
| Miss THORNBY. - © 
You are very kind, Miſs Cor- 
bet, in your reſignation of him, — 
Et though 
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though in all probability I ſhall 
be but little benefited on the occa- 
| fon; — I rather think we ſhall 
never ſee him more. 8 


| Miss CORBET. 
And with that face too? — well 


I proteſt it might have been better 
if we had'never ſeen him at all : — 
us lively girls, are a kind of fala- 
manders, no flame conſumes us ; — 
but you ſerious: ones, if once af. 


feed, are ſcorched up in an in- 


ſtant. | 


# 2 „ „ 


The dinner removed, Miſs Cor- 


bet began to plot how they ſhould 


paſs the evening. — Now, Mama, 


would there be any impropriety in 


us 


— — 
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us two girls going to the play, 
provided one of our men ſees us in, 
and is in waiting for us, when it 


is over? | N 
Ms. COR BET. 42 


Vou are a giddy damſel, but do 
as you pleaſe, your know I ſeldom. 
controul you. 

; Miss CORBET. 
* would give my head and ears, 
Sukey, that your ſober, ſanRified, 
park friend, was but acquainted 
with our ſcheme.” 

Miss THORNBY. 

To what purpoſe. his know- 
ledge. of, ſuch a thing, when we 
could not permit him to attend us.? 
Miss CORBET. 
And why v, pray? would be 


ſooner 
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ſooner make a meal of us, think 


you, in the play-houſe than the 
park? — for my part, I was not 
born to fear any thing fo civilized : — 
and he ſhould not only have my 


conſent, but invitation to accom- 


pany us, if 1 knew where to find 


him. | 
Miss THORNBY. 
Then poſitively, ſince you are 


capable of making this declara- 


tion, I will not truſt myſelf with 
you. It may be of little conſe- 


quence to you, Miſs Corbet, who 
have ſo good a mother, and know 
ſo much of the world; what con- 
nections you form; — but with © 


me the caſe is quite different; 


wy 
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my uncle and aunt once diſobliged, 

and all is at an end with me: — we 

will therefore amuſe ourſelves at 

home, and avoid all temptations to 

evil. of 
Miss C 0 RB E T. 


What a mean opinion you muſt 
have of yourſelf, Miſs Sukey, to 
judge it neceſſary to take ſuch vio- 
lent meaſures for your ſecurity. 
the play- houſe may be rendered 
as harmleſs as the church, if the 
heart is but properly diſpoſed it 
is not the place, but the diſpoſi-, 


tion of the heart that conſtitutes 
the evil. — There is as grave and 
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as true a ſentence for you, as any one 
your reverend friend uttereu. 
MisS» 
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Miss THORNBY. 

I ſubſcribe entirely to that opi- 
nion, — but I hope you will allow 
ſome fituations are more danyerous 
than others, and as none of us can 
look into conſequences and con- 
tingencies, the wiſeſt method we 
can purſue, is ſimple ſecurity. 


END OF THE FIRST VOLUME. 
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3. Happ y Releaſe, or the Hiſtory of Charles Whar- 
ton ＋ * Sophia Harley, 3 vol. Wy 6d. ſewed. 
4. Lady's Tale, or the Hiſtory of, ruſilla North- 
15 ington. A Novel, 2 vol. 5s. ſewed. 
5. Amoranda, orthe Reform'd Coquet. A Novel, 
2 vol. 5s. ſewed. 
6. Daniel De Foe's Adventures of a Cavalier, 3y Zy. 
| att 6d. ſewed, or 10s. 6d. in calf, lettered. 
F. Daniel De Foe's Adventures of Roxana, 2s 6d 
ewe, or 3s. 6d. call, lettered. 


x 


28. Gd. ſewed, or 8. 6d. calf, lettered. : 
9. Daniel De Foe's liftory of the Plague, 58. 
ſewed, or 68. 6d. calf, lettered. + 
40. Daniel De Foe's Adventures of Capt. Sin- 
leton, 38. ſewed, or 48. calf, lettered. 
41. 1. Aab in Good Humour. Comic Tales, 
2 vol. 6s, ſewed, or 8s. calf, lettered. 
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8. Daniel De Foe's Adventures of Moll Flanders 
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